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Metro wishes you 
a safe and happy 
holiday, Halifax! 

We're taking a breakfor Christmas, 
but be sure to pick up our Dec. 29 edi¬ 
tion, featuring a lookahead to 2015 


Jury finds Luka 
Rocco Magnotta 
guilty on all charges 

Magnotta sentenced to life imprison¬ 
ment on the murder charge with no 
chance of parole for 25 years KE 


TM DRAWN TO HIS SPIRIT’: 
BRINGING THE BOOK OF 
NEGROES TO LIFE 

ACTOR AND DIRECTOR TALK ABOUT THE 
CHALLENGES OF ADAPTING THE N.S.- 
FILMED MINISERIES TO THE SMALL 
SCREEN 




OH MEIER, THAT HAD TO HURT 

Team Switzerland’s Timo Meier, a forward with the Halifax Mooseheads, is checked into the boards by Team Canada’s Shea Theodore 
during first-period exhibition hockey action in Montreal, Tuesday, in preparation for the upcoming IIHF World Junior Championships. 
Canada dumped Switzerland 6-0 in both team’s final pre-tournament game. The championship kicks off for real on Boxing Day. See 
coverage, page 20. paul chiasson/the Canadian press 


Mayor wants 
more people 


Welcome to Halifax. 

Mike Savage says all 
he wants for every 
Christmas is more 
people choosing to 
make this city home 


The mayor of Halifax says 
there’s one thing on his wish 
list for the city this Christmas 
season, and that’s the same 
thing that’s topped his wish list 
since taking office: More people. 

“I’d like to see our popu¬ 
lation grow by about 10,000 
people,” said Mayor Mike Sav¬ 
age. “I’d like to have some sig¬ 
nificant new jobs for young 
graduates, new Canadians, 
under-represented groups.” 

Savage has been recently 
emphasizing the need to in¬ 
crease Halifax’s population 
through improved immigrant 
retention and recruitment and 
improved employment op¬ 
portunities. The city’s profile 
has received plenty of positive 
attention in the last couple of 
years thanks to major events 


such as the 
Web.com 
golf event 
and the 

Davis Cup. 

Metro asked 
the mayor 
if an abun¬ 
dance of 
intangible 
qualities Halifax offers was 
enough to compete with the 
very tangible appeal of higher 
incomes provided by the oil- 
sands in Alberta. 

“Well, here’s what I’d say ... 
I’d like to see us discover oil,” 
responded Savage. “If you look 
at the economies that are do¬ 
ing well, they’re quite often 
in Canada influenced by nat¬ 
ural resources, and particularly 
petrochemicals.” 

Savage said opportunities 
on the horizon include the 
shipbuilding contract and oil 
and gas exploration offshore 
— but also “underappreciated 
clusters, such as bioscience, fi¬ 
nance, aerospace and defence.” 

RUTH DAVENPORT/METRO 


See page 6 for more wants this 
Christmas for Halifax 


rs 

ilk 


Mike Savage 

JEFF HARPER/METRO 



final A\?heat()ris c J-uvnUti?e Open 

Od'V- TX .1 ».«• r f . I I. .. I l l . xr ^ UHtfljpm 


f^ay ' Discover the difference of solid wood furniture made right here in Nova Scotia. 

Save the Tax on all Wheaton’s wood furniture orders placed before Christinas 
Wheatons 


l.cwer Sackville, 27 Walker Avt, 
(Take Exit 1 off the tot) 
902 86 y 99JJ 


I)ai 1 mouth Crossing 

i)oz 481 x yo 


Berwick NS 
ftH Shaw RcsiJ 
902 y 6-978$ 


www.wheatom.ea 

ter 201 f let terry, Minimum IJOO trier 























2015 Grand Caravan 


DRIVE AWAY PRICE 

< 16,995 


2015 IEEP CHEROKEE 

-< 21,995 *‘165 


ON ALL NEW ¥EB1CLE6 


2014 RAM SXTQuad Cab 4x4 

^ 3 , 995 ^ 189 .. 

2014 RAM SU Quad Cab 4x4 

> 28,995 „ $ 225 .. 

2014 RAM Outdoorsman 4x4 
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Holiday season 


Extra blood 
sought at clinics 

Canadian Blood Services is 
asking Haligonians to give 
a little extra this holiday 
season. 

According to a release, 
the need for blood is 
constant but especially 
important during this time 
of year, and the Canadian 
Blood Services is hoping 
more people make a resolu¬ 
tion to “share more of 
themselves” in 2015. 

The following clinics are 
open during the holidays, 
and 50 per cent of appoint¬ 
ments (167) are waiting to 
be filled. 

The Halifax Blood Donor 
Clinic at 7071 Bayers Rd. is 
open Dec. 26 and 27 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Dec. 29 from 
3 to 7 p.m., Dec. 30 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Dec. 31 from 
8 a.m. to noon and Jan. 2 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Tantallon mobile 
blood donor clinic at the 
St. Margaret’s Bay Centre is 
open Jan. 2 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

METRO 


Pulled over 


New driver 
charged with 
stunting on 
Highway 102 

A newly licensed driver 
has been charged with 
stunting for pressing 
much too hard on the gas 
pedal. 

The RCMP say on 
Sunday at 11 p.m, officers 
pulled over a vehicle going 
163 kilometres an hour in 
a 100 km/h zone on High¬ 
way 102 near Exit 4C. 

The driver — a 22-year- 
old man from Enfield — 
was arrested at the scene, 
and according to police, 
was a new driver who was 
drinking and in possession 
of marijuana. 

The man has been 
charged with stunting — 
which is defined as driving 
more than 50 kilometres 
an hour above the posted 
speed limit. 

The charge automatic¬ 
ally suspends a person’s 
licence for seven days, and 
your vehicle is seized for 
a week. 

If convicted, the 
man also faces a fine of 
$2,412.41 and six points 
assigned to his driving 
record. 

The man is also up on 
drug charges for the ma¬ 
rijuana that was allegedly 
found. 

METRO 



Younger 
granted 
temporary 
leave from 
cabinet 

Energy Minister Andrew 
Younger, shown here in this file 
photo, is temporarily stepping 
aside from his cabinet duties to 
deal with undisclosed personal 
matters. Premier Stephen McNeil 
said Tuesday that Younger is 
facing personal matters that 
require his full attention and he 
requested a temporary leave. 
Younger, who represents Dart¬ 
mouth East in the legislature, is 
also responsible for Communi¬ 
cations Nova Scotia and Part 
One of the Gaming Control Act. 
Michel Samson will assume 
Younger's portfolios temporarily. 

JEFF HARPER/METRO 



Man facing charges for 
shooting himself: Police 


Cole Harbour. Accused 
facing three counts of 
attempted murder in 
unrelated case 


“There was no cooperation from the victim.” 

Halifax Regional Police spokesman Const. Pierre Bourdages about the July 1st incident. 


7 1 PHILIP 

* } CR 0 UCHER 

^ phiiip.croucher@metronews.ca 

A 19-year-old man facing three 
counts of attempted murder in 
relation to an incident in Cole 
Harbour last month is now 
being charged for allegedly 
shooting himself while hand¬ 
ling a loaded firearm in his 
shorts. 

Police say the incident in 
question took place on Can¬ 


ada Day in Dartmouth during 
a July 1 concert at Alderney 
Landing. 

The accused, according to 
police, was shot in the leg and 
taken to hospital with non-life 
threatening injuries. 

Police say they could never 
determine specifically where 
the shooting happened as the 
victim wasn’t co-operating. 

Police have since deter¬ 
mined the victim was canying 
a loaded firearm in his shorts, 
and allegedly shot himself 
while handling the firearm. 


On Monday, police charged 
19-year-old Marlcel Jason Dow¬ 
ney of Cole Harbour with eight 
weapons-related offences. He 
will appear in court at a later 
date. 

“There is a never a good rea¬ 
son to a carry a loaded weapon 
down your pants,” said Halifax 
Regional Police spokesman 
Const. Pierre Bourdages. “It’s 
veiy dangerous, and in this 
case it’s where thousands of 
people were attending a Can¬ 
ada Day concert.” 

Downey is no stranger to 


police. He is also facing 19 char¬ 
ges, including three counts of 
attempted murder, in relation 
to a shooting at a home in Cole 
Harbour on Nov. 30. 

According to police, four 
intruders broke into a home at 
52 Arklow Dr. and opened fire, 
injuring three people. 

Bourdages said charges be¬ 
ing laid in the July 1 incident 
had no bearing on the arrest in 
the Nov. 30 incident. 

“There was forensic work 
being done and we got the 
information last week,” Bour¬ 
dages said in reference to the 
incident at Alderney Landing. 

Downey is also facing char¬ 
ges in relation to a shooting at 
a home in Cain Street in Pres¬ 
ton on June 4. 


Lower Sackville. Lawyer 
faces more sex assault charges 



Duane Rhyno, who was arrested in 
Greenwich Oct. l, was not present 
for his latest court appearance this 
week in Kentville. kentville register 


A Lower Sackville lawyer ac¬ 
cused of living off the avails of 
prostitution and sexual assault 
is now facing two new charges 

Duane Rhyno, who was ar¬ 
rested in Greenwich Oct. 1, was 
not present for his latest court 
appearance this week in Kent¬ 
ville. 

His Halifax-based lawyer, 
Craig Garson, appeared and 
entered not guilty pleas on his 
client’s behalf. 

He also confirmed two 


additional charges of procur¬ 
ing someone to have sex with 
another person were added to 
Rhyno’s court information and 
indicated that he had no plans 
to challenge any search war¬ 
rants previously issued by Judge 
Alan Tufts. 

Garson explained to Tufts 
the defence and Crown attor¬ 
ney’s office had agreed to an 
amendment to the terms of 
Rhyno’s release conditions. 

Under the revised agree¬ 


ment, Rhyno will be able to 
travel outside Nova Scotia and 
will have his passport returned 
to him. 

In return, he must inform 
Kings District RCMP when he 
plans to leave the province, 
his method of transportation, 
destination and his anticipated 
date of return. 

During the hearing, Garson 
requested a two-weelc time- 
frame for his client’s trial. 

KENTVILLE REGISTER 
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Report. Cops cleared after 
man injured during arrest 


Nova Scotia’s Serious Incident 
Response Team says there are 
no grounds to consider char¬ 
ges against police after a man 
broke his ankle during an ar¬ 
rest in July. 

In a report released on Tues¬ 
day, investigators say a 27-year- 
old man who was a suspect 
in a home invasion in Sydney 
was arrested by Cape Breton 
Regional Police on July 2. 

The report says the man 
tried to flee from an officer who 
left his vehicle and chased the 
suspect near some homes on 
George Street. 

The man jumped a fence 
and injured his ankle before he 
was caught by the officer who 


Findings 


The report says the officers 
had grounds to arrest the 
man and his injury was 
caused by his decision to run 
from police and jump a fence. 


was then joined by two other 
officers. 

The man says he was beaten 
by police, but SIRT investiga¬ 
tors say they saw no evidence 
of that when they met him the 
next day and witnesses say po¬ 
lice had little physical contact 
with the man. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Crime. Guilty plea made 
in credit-union fraud case 


A former employee of a Credit 
Union in Antigonish has plead¬ 
ed guilty to charges of theft and 
fraud over $5,000. 

Forty-year-old Stephanie 
Moran-MacDonald of Lower 
South River appeared in court 
Tuesday. 

MacDonald was charged in 
Januaiy following an investiga¬ 
tion by the RCMP. 

Police were contacted by 


the Bergengren Credit Union in 
November 2013 after receiving 
a complaint from a member 
regarding a suspicious trans¬ 
action on their account. 

Police say thefts occurred 
over a two-year period from 10 
different accounts, held by local 
seniors. 

MacDonald is scheduled to 
be sentenced March 4. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Colchester Co. 


First Nation 
opposes disposal 
of fracking waste 

A First Nations community 
is appealing a Nova Scotia 
municipality’s decision to ap¬ 
prove the disposal of millions 
of litres of fracking wastew¬ 
ater in its sewer system. 

Indian Brook band chief 


Rufus Copage says an appeal 
letter was sent to the chief 
administrative officer for the 
Municipality of Colchester 
County on Dec. 19. 

Copage says his com¬ 
munity strongly opposes 
transporting and disposing 
of fracking wastewater in 
the Debert sewer system and 
it wants county council to 
reverse its approval granted 
earlier this month. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Videos inadmissible in 
sex-assault case: Judge 



Ruling. Judge says 
investigators took too 
much time between 
arresting James Keats 
and interviewing him 


Hours of recordings of para¬ 
medic James Keats talking to 
police about allegations of sex¬ 
ual assault won’t be counted as 
evidence by the trial judge. 

Judge Claudine MacDonald 
ruled on Tuesday in Windsor 
provincial court that about 
eight hours of video viewed as 
part of a voir dire hearing are 
not admissible as evidence. 

MacDonald said both of 
Keats’ recorded statements 
viewed by the court were in- 
voluntaiy. 

Further, she had concerns 
relating to the length of time 
the accused was detained after 
his arrest. Police held Keats 
for 15 hours before question¬ 
ing him, the court heard, and 
it was 22 hours before he was 
brought before a justice of the 
peace. 

MacDonald said the inter¬ 
view should have been con¬ 
ducted the night he was ar¬ 
rested, not after the RCMP 
officers had a chance to rest. 

She also said Keats should 
have been brought before a 
justice without unreasonable 
delay, referring to Section 503 
of the Criminal Code. 

The 49-year-old paramedic 
from Kentville stands accused 
of two counts of sexual assault 
and two counts of breach of 
trust based on allegations put 
forth by a 72-year-old Mount 
Uniaclce woman. Keats has 
been suspended from working 
as a paramedic. 

The woman alleges Keats 




Next trial date 


James Keats will return to 
court in March to resume his 
trial. 


sexually assaulted her twice — 
once in her home, and once in 
the back of an ambulance. She 
took the stand over two days in 
the fall, Sept. 29 and Oct. 3. She 
held steadfast in her testimony, 
even under cross-examination, 
that Keats assaulted her. 

A voir dire hearing began 
on Oct. 3 to allow MacDon¬ 
ald the chance to determine 
whether comments made by 
Keats to East Hants RCMP of- 


fleers after his arrest would be 
allowed during trial. 

Two videotaped statements 
from May 31, 2013, were pre¬ 
sented during the hearing. 
He was arrested the evening 
of May 30 at a baseball game 
in Kentville, was brought to 
Windsor and then transferred 
to Enfield for questioning. 

In the first video, which 
lasted about six hours, Keats 
denied any wrongdoing. Mac¬ 
Donald noted in the verbal 
summaiy of her ruling that 
Keats said he wanted to speak 
to a lawyer more than 20 times 
during the interview. The 
RCMP reminded Keats that he 
had already spoken to a lawyer 
and noted that he was under 


no obligation to speak to them. 

The first interview conclud¬ 
ed at 4:08 p.m. May 31. 

MacDonald said the conver¬ 
sation was largely one-sided 
and there was an “atmosphere 
of oppression.” 

During the second recorded 
interview, Keats said he under¬ 
stood he was talking to the po¬ 
lice on his own free will, initiat¬ 
ed the conversation and shared 
his side of the events that took 
place at the woman’s home. 

Despite saying he under¬ 
stood his rights, MacDonald 
said the second interview was 
linked to the first interview as 
Keats made references to not 
wanting to be known as a sex¬ 
ual predator, hants journal 



Boxing Week Sale 

Saturday December 27 

8am - 9pm 

Sunday December 28 

10am - 6pm 


FASHIONED 

FOR LEFfc 


MIC MAC MALL 






















STORES CLOSED ON BOXING DAY, FRIDAY, DEC. 26. 


SHOP BOXING DAY EARLY ON DECEMBER 25 AT THEBAY.COM 

BOXING DAY 

#1 f SATURDAY, 

. f f DECEMBER 

27 ONLY 

WOMEN’S CLEARANCE 

FASHION, DRESSES, SWIMWEAR, LINGERIE, 

SLEEPWEAR, ROBES, HOSIERY, SLIPPERS, 

FOOTWEAR, HANDBAGS, WALLETS, FASHION 
JEWELLERY AND STERLING SILVER JEWELLERY 
when you take an extra 40% off our last ticketed prices. 

MEN’S & KIDS’ CLEARANCE CLOTHING; AND LUGGAGE 
when you take an extra 30% off our last ticketed prices. 

For the above offers, see below details. 


BOXING DAY SALE: UP TO 50% OFF topshop and topman fall/winter collections m™ticketed. 


60 % 

OFF 

Men's and 
kids' sleepwear 
and robes 

and outerwear 
for men, kids 
and babies. 

See below 
for details. 




HUDSON S BAY 


SHOP THEBAY.COM 0 ¥ li @ 


Savings for all offers are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Women’s clearance footwear excludes Dept 875 Designer collection. See in store for details. Women's clearance fashion: Includes dress and swimwear in our dress and swimwear departments. Excludes The Room, Topshop, TFNC, Wallis, Dorothy Perkins, Diesel, NYDJ, Rudsak, 
Toni Plus, Sandro and Maje, BCBGMAXAZRIA, Olsen Europe, Under Armour, HBC Sport, Official Canadian Olympic Team Collection, outerwear in our women's outerwear department and women's suit separates in our suit department. Women’s clearance handbags and wallets exclude Coach, Marc by Marc Jacobs and Kate Spade New York. Clearance 
fashion and sterling silver jewellery excludes Coach. Men's and kids' sleepwear and robes: in our sleepwear and robes department, and exclude items with 99$ price endings. Men's outerwear: in our men's casual and dress outerwear departments, and excludes items with 99$ price endings. Men's clearance casual clothing excludes Under Armour 

and Diesel. Kids' and babies' outerwear excludes Ralph Lauren Childrenswear, Diesel and items with 99$ price endings. Kids' and babies' clearance clothing excludes Diesel. 
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Prominent Haligonians share 
holiday wish lists with Metro 


All they want for 
Christmas... We 
asked five influential 
citizens how, given 
no limitations, they'd 
improve life in the city 



RUTH 

DAVENPORT 

ruth.davenport@metronews.ca 


With Christmas just a day 
away, Metro put a simple 
question to five well-known 
Halifax denizens: 

If time, money and limita¬ 
tions of modern science were 
no concern, what would your 
Christmas wish be for Hali¬ 
fax? 

Even at this cheerful time 
of year, the responses sug¬ 
gest prominent residents are 
pondering weighty issues and 
how they could be improved 
in 2015 and beyond. 

When in doubt, go sci-fi 

Halifax 
Regional Po¬ 
lice Chief 
Jean-Michel 
Blais didn’t 
waste the 
chance to 
rhyme off a 
few out-of- 
this-world 
wishes to 
deal with some grim real- 
world problems. 

“A time machine ... to be 
able to go back in time and 
solve all our historical homi¬ 
cides,” said Blais. 

The former RCMP inves¬ 
tigator said he’s tiying to 
increase the focus on HRP’s 
unsolved homicides, some of 
which are more than 50 years 
old. 

“If we could have closure 
for these people, the family 
members, that would be fan¬ 
tastic,” he said. 

Next on the list was a 
memoiy-wipe pen, similar 
to those used in the Men in 
Black movies, which could 
help some victims of crime 
forget the pain — or officers 
suffering from PTSD move 
past their traumatic mem¬ 
ories. 

A universal translator, a 
la the Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy’s Babel fish, would 
help HRP’s officers communi¬ 
cate with eveiy one of Hali¬ 
fax’s residents and visitors. 




Blais also said he wants the 
rest of Canada to “wake up 
out of its stupor” and recog¬ 
nize what a great place Hali¬ 
fax is to live. 

“We don’t need oilsands,” 
he said. “We’ve got the water, 
the people, the culture and 
the histoiy.” 

Rounding out his wish list 
on a more sombre note, Blais 
said he’d eliminate poverty in 
Halifax if he could. 

“Just from a social capital 
perspective .... If we could 
eliminate — or at least attenu¬ 
ate — poverty, wow,” he said. 
“That would feed into the 
whole issue of making Halifax 
even greater.” 

Money for kids’ programs 

The owner of 
the Halifax 
Rainmen is 
wishing for a 
year of sold- 
out games, 
but doesn’t 
want the 
money com¬ 
ing back to 
him. 

Andre Levingston said 
Tuesday the extra income 
would mean the team could 
provide opportunities for chil¬ 


dren without the finances to 
study abroad, or go to differ¬ 
ent camps. 

“When we give kids ex¬ 
periences, then they grow up 
and they’re able to make life 
better for us later on in our 
grey years,” he said. 

There’s also a young 
20-year-old man battling 
cancer right now in Halifax 
whom the team loves and 
supports, Levingston said, 
but preferred not to give his 
name. 

“If I had only one wish in 
this world, it would be for 
him to get out of that bed 
healthy and strong to live his 
life,” he said. 

Buses. More buses. ALL THE 
BUSES 

For Coun. 
Waye Mason, 
the Christ¬ 
mas list con¬ 
sists of one 
thing: the 

best small- 
city public 
transit sys¬ 
tem possible. 
“I think 
people want to take transit,” 
he said. “They don’t want to 
spend an hour and a half sit¬ 


ting in a bus when they could 
drive for 20 minutes.” 

Mason said practical and 
reliable transit in Halifax will 
require a “significant invest¬ 
ment” — but nothing ap¬ 
proaching the scale of cities 
like Toronto, where $4 billion 
is being invested into a single 
subway line extension. 

“If we spent $200 million, 
on a per-capita basis, we still 
wouldn’t be anywhere near 
any other major city doing 
rapid transit,” he said. 

Halifax Transit is poised to 
unveil a major redesign of the 
system, and Mason says he’s 
confident it will provide the 
system the city needs. 

“I’m very hopeful,” he said. 

Homes for the holidays 

The city’s 

poet laure¬ 
ate would 
love to see 
a roof over 
everyone’s 
head for her 
Christmas 
wish. 

Given un¬ 
limited time 
and resources, El Jones wants 
free housing for eveiyone, but 
said single moms, refugees or 


Holiday wishes 


Even at this cheerful time 
of year, the responses 
suggest prominent 
residents are pondering 
weighty issues and how 
they could be improved 
in 2015 and beyond. 

people with mental illnesses 
are impacted the most be¬ 
cause they’re most affected by 
a lack of safe, adequate hous¬ 
ing. 

“If we could solve that, 
then I think a lot of our social 
problems would go (away and 
we’d go) a long way to, at last, 
providing people just that 
feeling of home,” she said. 

Jones added that this could 
become a reality if more busi¬ 
nesses, construction com¬ 
panies and average residents 
decided to pitch in and build 
homes, and have society 
make that a priority. 

Mixed housing is espe¬ 
cially important as it makes 
neighbours of people with 
different races, classes and 
languages so they “don’t feel 
divided,” Jones said. 


Megan Leslie isn’t kitten 
around 

When the 
pressure 
is on, one 
Halifax pol- 
i t i c i a n ’ s 
thoughts 
turns to ador¬ 
able bundles 
of fur. 

Halifax 
MP Megan 
Leslie said she’d personally 
love a kitten for Christmas, 
but her weeks in Ottawa 
mixed with weekends in 
Nova Scotia wouldn’t be fair 
to a pet. 

So she’d like to be a “bit 
cheeky” and extend her feline 
fever to the city. 

“I think we need ... a kit¬ 
ten cafe or something,” Leslie 
laughed. 

“You could go when you 
need a little down time when 
the pressures are getting to 
you, and you just need to cud¬ 
dle with some kittens.” 

There are cat cafes around 
the world, and Leslie joked 
one in our city would put us 
on the map. 

“It would make us world- 
class,” she said. 

WITH FILES FROM HALEY RYAN/METRO 
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‘What Christmas is all about* 



Carolyn Boylan-Harting (left) stands next to Berwick Mayor Don Clarke and RCMP Const. Kelli Gaudet with more than 
$1,000 worth of cash, gift cards and items collected through an initiative co-ordinated by the Kings District RCMP and 
the Town of Berwick for a Windermere family who was robbed Dec. 15 . kentville register 


Community rallies. 

Family whose Xmas 
presents were stolen 
receives over $1,000 
worth of donated items 


A Nova Scotia family robbed 
of household items and their 
Christmas gifts has been re¬ 
minded of the true meaning 
of Christmas a week later. 

Kings District RCMP 
and the Town of Berwick 
presented them with over 
$1,000 worth of items donat¬ 
ed by members of the local 
community after their home 
in Windemere was broken 
into and all the wrapped 
Christmas presents were 
stolen on Dec. 15. 

The donations included 
cash, gift cards, a collection 
of toys and books for the 
family’s two young children 
and a new laptop to replace 
the one that was stolen. 

Help came from as far 
away as New Jersey, where 
a family with Annapolis 
Valley connections learned 
about the initiative on social 


“It seems that anybody 
who could make a 
donation, did so" 

Kings County RCMP Const. Kelli Gaudet 


media. 

“They contacted us and 
made a donation,” explained 
Berwick Recreation’s Carol 
Boylan-Hartling. 

“This touched a lot of 
people,” said Const. Kelli 
Gaudet, who dropped by the 
town office on Monday to 
pick up the toys and dona¬ 
tions, which she delivered to 
the family with Const. Ben 
Kershaw, the investigating 
officer on the file. 

Employees at Berwick 
Foodland also got involved 
by donating a Christmas din¬ 
ner to the family and raising 
$350 for them. Local service 
clubs also pitched in the 
effort to assist the family, 
which was not insured for 
their losses. 

Mayor Don Clarke said 
the way people in the Ber¬ 


wick area rallied behind the 
family came as no surprise 
to him. 


“Berwick and District is a 
great community and people 
have proven that this kind of 


thing is what Christmas is all 
about,” he said. 

KING’S COUNTY REGISTER 


In 2015 


African-Canadian 
education advisory 
groupfacesaudit 

The Nova Scotia govern¬ 
ment is planning an audit 
on the operations and 
finances of an advisoiy 
council for African-Can¬ 
adian education in the 
province. 

The Education Depart¬ 
ment says reviews done 
last year and in 2010 have 
raised questions over use 
of funding and governance 
practices by the Council of 
African Canadian Educa¬ 
tion. 

The province says a 
review completed this 
summer found the Halifax- 
based council was operat¬ 
ing outside its legislative 
mandate. The review also 
found reporting structures 
are applied inconsistently 
and without proper docu¬ 
mentation. It says there 
are inconsistencies in 
financial reporting. 

The council could not 
be reached for comment 
on the province’s review 
and the plans for the audit 
next year, the Canadian press 
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Virgo invites fans ‘along for the ride' 


Miniseries. Director 
of N.S.-filmed Book of 
Negroes talks about 
search for lead actress, 
challenge of story 
spanning decades 



HALEY 

RYAN 

haley.ryan@metronews.ca 


Clement Virgo wasn’t sure 
he even wanted to read the 
Book of Negroes. 

Virgo, who directed and 
co-wrote the miniseries of 
the same name alongside 
author Lawrence Hill, said 
it was hard to get past the 
title before he realized it 
was referencing a real docu¬ 
ment that listed the names 
of black people who helped 
the British in the Revolution¬ 
ary War. 

“What brought me to 
the story is the main char¬ 
acter, Aminata Diallo,” the 
Canadian director said in 
an interview from Toronto. 
“She’s a terrific heroine and 
her voice and her journey 
really ... made me want to 
spend four years trying to 
bring her to the screen.” 

His “No. 1 challenge” was 
finding someone who had 
the right acting chops, could 
embody Aminata’s vulner¬ 
ability and strength while 
playing both young and old 
— and he enjoy could spend¬ 
ing nearly every scene with, 
Virgo said. 

“Once we found Aunjanue 
Ellis ... I was quite relieved,” 
he said. 

Although the book was re¬ 
leased as Someone Knows My 
Name in the United States, 
where there has been a more 
“turbulent history” around 
race, Virgo said the mini- 
series will air as the Book of 



Negroes on BET and the title 
should be a “non-issue” once 
people know its historical 
roots. 

Although the book was 
originally supposed to be 
turned into a feature film, 
Virgo said some of the most 
“visually interesting” work 
right now is on TV, and the 
book’s dense material fits 
better in a miniseries than 
crammed into a movie. 

Working with Hill in 
adapting the book was easy 


because he was “not pre¬ 
cious” about his novel and 
was open to compressing 
some aspects of the book 
while keeping it historically 
accurate, Virgo said. 

Virgo said he tried to 
focus on what he felt was im¬ 
portant to the story and mak¬ 
ing Hill happy, while forget¬ 
ting about fans of the book 
“looking over my shoulder.” 

“I was just trying to be 
truthful, and emotionally en¬ 
gaged, and hopefully they’ll 


come along for the ride,” he 
said. 

The “genius” of Hill’s story 
is how he thrust a Forrest 
Gump-lilce character into the 
histoiy of slavery, the Amer¬ 
ican Revolution, segregated 
settlements in Nova Scotia, 
and the journey back to Af¬ 
rica without it seeming like a 
lecture, Virgo said. 

As Canadians watch the 
series, Virgo said, he hopes 
they realize no matter where 
you come from, or who you 


Quoted 


“It’s a very factual story 
that is moving.” 

Director Clement Virgo 

on The Book of Negroes 


are, you can overcome any¬ 
thing life throws at you. 

“That’s what Aminata rep¬ 
resents; perseverance and re¬ 
silience in the face of a lot of 
hardship,” he said. 


Getting into character 


Gossett Jr. on 
thestrong 
spiritof 
DaddyMoses 

Like his character’s biblical 
namesake, Lou Gossett Jr. 
leads his people out of hard¬ 
ship and across the ocean 
to find their homeland by 
keeping up hope. Gossett, 
an American actor whose 
career spans five decades 
and includes An Officer and 
a Gentleman and the TV 
series Roots, plays preacher 
Daddy Moses in the Book of 
Negroes miniseries. 

“I’m drawn to his spirit,” 
Gossett said with a warm 
smile on the film set in 
Shelburne, N.S. “Faith is 
tested at its most when 
things are tough. That’s 
how you grow.” 

Gossett said he didn’t 
know the stoiy before 
reading the script but has 
done book adaptations 
before, and appreciates 
“the challenge.” Although 
Daddy Moses has a sense 
of humour and there are 
many light moments in 
the miniseries, Gossett 
said portraying the stoiy of 
slavery touched him deeply. 
“My emotions are available, 
so when it happens, it hap¬ 
pens on camera,” he said. 

HALEY RYAN/ METRO 




A CASH DRIVE... FOR A NEW DRIVE 

The Canadian Red Cross hopes to raise $25,000 before the end of 2014 
toward a NEW Emergency Response Vehicle in Nova Scotia. 

Sixteen years have passed since the Swissair flight 111 tragedy off Peggy's Cove in 1998 
yet for that event, and every major disaster since in our province, the Red Cross has 
relied on the same emergency response vehicle, which now needs replacing. 

Please help. Donate today. 


+ 


(902)424-1404 I alicia.billard@redcross.ca I redcross.ca/disaster 
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Magnotta guilty of 
murder, jury finds 


Life imprisonment. Luka 
Rocco Magnotta also 
convicted of four other 
non-murder charges 


Luka Rocco Magnotta re- 
mained impassive as one of the 
12 jurors who deliberated his 
fate uttered the word “guilty” 
to all five charges against him 
in the slaying and dismember¬ 
ment of Jun Lin, including first- 
degree murder. 

Magnotta was later sen¬ 
tenced to life imprisonment 
on the murder charge, with no 
chance of applying for parole 
for 25 years. 

On the four non-murder 
charges, the native of Scarbor¬ 
ough, Ont., was given the max¬ 
imum terms allowed under 
the Criminal Code, ranging 
from two to 10 years. The sen¬ 
tences are concurrent. 

His lawyer, Luc Leclair, told 
reporters his client was “dis¬ 
appointed” but “relieved.” 


Impact statement 


“I had come to learn what 
happened to my son that 
night and I leave without 
a true or a complete 
answer. I had come to see 
remorse, to hear some 
form of apology, and I 
leave without anything.” 

Daniel Urbas reading an impact statement 
from Diran Lin, father of Jun Lin 


Crown prosecutor Louis 
Bouthillier said he was fully 
expecting the jury to deliver 
the five guilty verdicts. 

After the verdicts, a lawyer 
read out an impact statement 
on behalf of Lin’s father, Diran 
Lin, who watched proceedings 
throughout the trial from a pri¬ 
vate room in the courthouse. 

“I had come to see your trial 
system to see justice done and 
I leave satisfied that you have 
not let my son down,” Daniel 


Urbas told the emotionally 
charged room. 

The other charges Magnotta 
was convicted of were crimin¬ 
ally harassing Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper and other 
members of Parliament; mail¬ 
ing obscene and indecent ma¬ 
terial; committing an indignity 
to a body; and publishing ob¬ 
scene materials. 

Magnotta was seeking to be 
found not criminally respon¬ 
sible in the May 2012 slaying 
by way of mental disorder, 
with experts testifying he was 
in a psychotic state the night 
of the killing and couldn’t tell 
right from wrong. 

The Crown countered the 
crime was both planned and 
deliberate and that Magnotta’s 
behaviour and actions went 
against someone supposedly 
suffering from a disease of the 
mind. 

As Magnotta had admitted 
to the physical acts, the jury’s 
task was to determine his state 
of mind at the time. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Marking a century since Christmas truce 

The Parliament Buildings in Ottawa are shown with Christmas lights on Monday. Dr. Andrea McCrady, who is 
the Dominion Carillonneur, will be among 11 countries’ carillonneurs playing Silent Night on Dec. 24 to mark 
the 100th anniversary of the Christmas truce during the war. fred chartrand/the Canadian press 
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Diamonds, rings 
in donation kettle 


Christmas spirit 


“There’s something special happening here in 
Boston.” 

Salvation Army Capt. Myron Smith, who found a diamond-encrusted pendant while empty¬ 
ing a kettle outside a supermarket. Earlier this month, a widow donated her wedding rings. 


And a $24,000 gift. 

A widow offered 
wedding rings to 
Salvation Army; what 
ensued is the stuff of a 
perfect Christmas flick 


What started with a widow 
quietly dropping her wedding 
rings into a Salvation Army 
donation kettle has spawned 
spontaneous acts of jewelry 
generosity this holiday season. 

Boston’s feel-good Christ¬ 
mas stoiy took a new twist 
this week when an anonymous 
donor originally from Australia 
placed a diamond-encrusted 


cross pendant valued at $1,800 
in one of the charity’s trade¬ 
mark red kettles. 

The donor said she was in¬ 
spired by a widow who gave 
her wedding and diamond 
engagement rings earlier this 
month and asked that the pro¬ 
ceeds be used to buy toys for 
poor children. That was fol¬ 
lowed by another widow who 
donated $21,000 — 10 times 
what the rings were worth — 
so she could return the donated 


jeweliy to the original owner. 

The Salvation Army said 
Tuesday the Australian woman 
donated her pendant to thank 
Bostonians for their warm wel¬ 
come when she and her son re¬ 
cently relocated to the city. 

It was accompanied by a 
note that read: “I needed to find 
somewhere for us, particularly 
my son, to be happy again.... 
Since relocating, people have 
been so warm, friendly, kind 
and accommodating to us, and 


I have been trying to think of a 
way to give back to the people 
of Boston.” 

The donor said she was try¬ 
ing to figure out how best to 
help the poor when she saw 
news accounts of the widow 
who gave her rings in memoiy 
of her late husband. 

“This inspired me, and I 
have enclosed this diamond 
cross, which is symbolic of 
Christmas, and ask that you sell 
it and use the money to help 
those less fortunate this Christ¬ 
mas,” the unidentified Austral¬ 
ian wrote. 

The Salvation Army said the 
two widows plan to meet be¬ 
fore Christmas so the original 
rings can be returned. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A Christmas story. Leg Mideast. Pope urges tiny 

lamp theft baffles all Christian populace to stay 




1 Church of the Nativity. Tear gas 
canisters as Xmas ornaments 


A Palestinian dressed up as Santa hangs tear gas canisters 
on a Christmas tree, outside the Church of the Nativity, in 
the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday. 

MAJDI MOHAMMED/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Who took the leg lamp belong¬ 
ing to Ralphie’s “Old Man” 
from a New York store’s annual 
tribute to A Christmas Stoiy? 

The owner of the Yankee 
Spirits liquor store in North 
Tonawanda says his annual 
window display honouring the 
holiday classic includes mem¬ 
orabilia from the 1983 film, in¬ 
cluding several versions of the 
now-iconic leg lamp. 

Surveillance video shows a 


man grabbing a large leg lamp 
and leaving. 

Store owner Gaiy Brennan 
tells Buffalo’s WIVB-TV even his 
customers are angiy about it. 

In the movie, Ralphie’s fath¬ 
er wins a prize that turns out to 
be a garish lamp in the shape 
of a woman’s leg in a fishnet 
stocking. Ralphie’s mother “ac¬ 
cidentally” breaks it, leaving 
the Old Man heartbroken. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Pope Francis is urging Mideast 
Christians to remain in the land 
of Christ’s birth, despite “previ¬ 
ously unimaginable” attacks 
against them by extremists. 

In a Christmas greeting re¬ 
leased Tuesday, Francis said the 
presence of the tiny Christian 
community in the Middle East 
is more important than any ser¬ 
vice the church can provide. 

He said he hopes to visit in 
person, but that for now he 


wants to write to provide words 
of comfort and solidarity. 

The pope condemned 
trafficking in weapons and 
demanded that Muslim reli¬ 
gious leaders condemn attacks 
against religious minorities and 
using religion to justify them. 

He said: “May the trials 
which you are presently endur¬ 
ing strengthen the faith and the 
fidelity of each and all of you!” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


2 Romania. Bear furs and holiday 
season performances 

Children from Dofteana, northern Romania, some wearing 
bear furs, dance while performing a holiday season ritual in 
Bucharest, Romania, Tuesday, vadim ghirda/the associated press 

^Marseille. Santa Claus, the giant 

People walk past a giant luminous Santa Claus in Mar¬ 
seille, France, Tuesday, claude paris/the associated press 


WASTE COLLECTION NOTICE GARBAGE/ORGANICS/RECYCLABLES 


New Year’s Day 

Please be advised that there will be no garbage, organics or 
recydables collection services on New Year’s Day. Thursday 
January 1st. 2015 Collection services for that day will be 
provided the following Saturday January 3.201S. 

Collection Services can begin as early as 7am. To ensure 
collection please place materials curbside the evening 
prior to collection day. 


No Collection New Year’s Day 
Thursday, January 1st 2015 

-► 

Collection will occur the following 

Saturday. January 3rd, 2015 

Otter Lake Facility 

Closed Sunday. December 28th & 
Thursday, January 1st, 2015 

-► 

Otter Lake Facility 

Open December 24th & 31st, 7am - 6pm 
December 26th & January 2nd 7am - 7pm 

HRM Recycling Plant 

Closed Thursday. January 1st 

-► 

HRM Recycling Plant 

Open December 31st & January 2nd 

7:30am - 6pm 

Household Special Waste Depot 
Closed Saturday, December 27th 
& January 3rd 

-► 

Household Special Waste Depot 

Open Saturday, January 10th 9am - 4pm 


HALIFAX 


HALIFAX.CA/RECYCLE 
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The Interview release back on for Xmas 

A large poster advertising the movie The Interview hangs on the back wall of the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema 
Tuesday in Houston. Sony Pictures Entertainment announced Tuesday a limited theatrical release of The Inter¬ 
view beginning Thursday, putting back into the theatres the comedy that prompted an international incident 
with North Korea and outrage over its cancelled release, pat sullivan/the associated press 


U.S. might lift ban 
on gay blood donors 


31-year-old policy. 

FDA favours new policy 
barring donations from 
men who have had gay 
sex in the previous year 


U.S. health officials are recom¬ 
mending an end to America’s 
lifetime ban on blood dona¬ 
tions from gay and bisexual 
men, a 31-year-old policy that 
many medical groups and gay 
activists say is no longer justi¬ 
fied. 

The Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration said Tuesday it favours 
replacing the blanket ban with 
a new policy barring donations 
from men who have had gay 
sex in the previous year. FDA 
officials said that policy is sup¬ 
ported by research and would 
put the U.S. in line with other 
countries including Australia, 
Japan and Britain. 

The lifetime ban dates from 
the early years of the AIDS crisis 
and was intended to protect the 


blood supply from what was a 
then little-understood disease. 
But many medical groups, in¬ 
cluding the American Medical 
Association, say the policy is no 
longer supported by science, 
given advances in HIV testing. 
Gay activists say the lifetime 
ban is discriminatoiy and per¬ 
petuates negative stereotypes 
of homosexual men. 

The agency will recommend 
the switch in draft guidelines 
early next year and move to 
finalize them after taking com¬ 
ments from the public, said 
FDA officials. FDA Deputy Direc¬ 
tor Dr. Peter Parks declined to 
give a time frame for complet¬ 
ing the process but said, “we 
commit to working as quickly 
as possible on this issue.” 

All blood donations are 
screened for HIV; however, the 
test only detects the virus after 
it’s been in the bloodstream 
about 10 days. That allows a 
brief window when the virus 
that causes AIDS can go un¬ 
detected. According to govern¬ 
ment figures, men who have 
had sex with other men repre¬ 


sent about two per cent of the 
U.S. population, yet account for 
at least 62 per cent of all new 
HIV infections in the U.S. 

Tuesday’s announcement 
is the culmination of years of 
government discussions re¬ 
examining the ban. Last month 
a panel of blood safety experts 
convened by Department of 
Health and Human Services 
voted 16-2 in favour of doing 
away with the lifetime ban. The 
panel recommended moving 
to a one-year ban, which bars 
donors who have had male-on- 
male sex during the previous 
12 months. 

Some gay activists said Tues¬ 
day that policy remains unreal¬ 
istic and will still stigmatize gay 
and bisexual men. 

“Some may believe this is 
a step forward, but in reality, 
requiring celibacy for a year 
is a de facto lifetime ban,” the 
organization Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis, a New York-based non¬ 
profit that supports AIDS pre¬ 
vention and care, said after the 
announcement. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



The holidays don’t have to be wasteful. 

For tips on how to properly sort your holiday waste, visit halifax.ca/recyde. 


HALIFAX 
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Market Minute 


■ 

Powdered caffeine 


■ 

Burn injury reports 


0 

O 


DOLLAR 

85.98C 

(+O. 05 C) 


OIL 

$57.12 US 
(+$1.86) 


O TSX 

14,594.03 (+161.65) 


O DOW JONES 

18,024.17 (+64-73) 


O GOLD 

$1,178.00 US (-$1.80) 

© NATURAL GAS 

$ 3.17 US (+$0.03) 


FDA sounds alarm 
over lethal java 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration is build¬ 
ing a legal case against 
companies that sell pure 
powdered caffeine, at¬ 
tractive to teens for its 
perceived energy boost. 
Even a teaspoon of the 
powder can be lethal — it 
is equivalent to 25 cups of 

COffee. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Keurig recalling 
7M coffee makers 

Keurig is recalling seven 
million single-serve coffee 
brewing machines sold in 
the United States and Can¬ 
ada between 2009 and last 
July because of reports 
of burn injuries. Keurig 
says its Mini Plus Brewing 
Systems can overheat and 
spray water during brew¬ 
ing. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Experts bet on 
Boxing Day 


Black Friday’s impact. 

Despite deals in 
November, Canadians 
still expected to seek 
post-Christmas sales 


Boxing Day has traditionally 
been a bonanza for bargain 
hunters, but will earlier Black 
Friday promotions put a dent 
in post-Christmas sales in 
Canada? 

Ian Lee, assistant profes¬ 
sor with the Sprott School of 
Business at Ottawa’s Carleton 
University, said while the 
Black Friday phenomenon 
has extended the holiday 
shopping season until the 
week of Boxing Day, it is not 
generating net new sales. 

“As they introduce and 
extend these sales, people be¬ 
come more cynical.... I think 
consumers understand intui¬ 
tively the Boxing Day week 
sales are going to be better 
deals,” he said. 

Some retailers are already 
getting a jump on offering 
end-of-year bargains. Ama- 
zon.ca announced plans to 
feature new Boxing Day deals 
daily beginning Tuesday until 
Dec. 29, while Best Buy will 
launch its Boxing Day sale on¬ 
line on Christmas Eve. 

Adrienne Down Coulson, 


Shopping plans 


An online survey commis¬ 
sioned by cash-back shop¬ 
ping site Ebates.ca found 
that about 40 per cent of 
Canadians plan to shop on 
Boxing Day. 


• Most shoppers were 
planning to buy clothing 
(69 per cent) followed by 
electronics (63 per cent), 
said general manager 
Adrienne Down Coulson. 


• When the same question 
was posed about Black 
Friday and Cyber Mon¬ 
day in November, the cat¬ 
egories were reversed. 


general manager of cash-back 
shopping site Ebates.ca, said 
while participating in Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday 
promotions is “much less op¬ 
tional” for Canadian compan¬ 
ies today, she doesn’t foresee 
a huge impact on Boxing Day. 

“Boxing Day is still one of 
the biggest shopping days, if 
not the biggest shopping day, 
in Canada. So as a retailer, 
they’ve got to be aggressive 
if they’re going to compete,” 
she said. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS, WITH FILES 
FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Gifts of Christmas past 

Collector Dianne Adcock carries out three Cabbage Patch Kids from 
circa 1980 after they received a bath at Babyland General Hospital, 
the birthplace of Cabbage Patch Kids, in Cleveland, Ga. Thirty years 
after they sparked a nationwide frenzy, Cabbage Patch Kids still have 
avid fans. Newer hand-stitched dolls start at about $225 US, but dolls 
dating to before the mass-market frenzy can sell for tens of thousands 
of dollars. DAVID goldman/the associated press 
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VOICES 

TIME TO END CHILD POVERTY 

Activist brothers Craig and Marc Kielburger explain that while Canada is a more prosperous country now than ever before, poverty levels have also never been higher 


The number of Canadian children who depend 
on food banks every month could fill 6,200 
school buses. And we would need a line of buses 
stretching almost 300 kilometres long for all 
the children in this country who live in pov¬ 
erty Those are staggering figures in a country 
as wealthy as ours. 

Every child on those buses has a different 
story. There’s a boy whose single mother works 
two jobs, struggling just to pay the bills in East 
Vancouver. A child of an immigrant family in 
Toronto’s Regent Park, who came here with 
nothing. A girl on the Attawapislcat First Na¬ 
tions reserve in northern Ontario, living in a 
tiny house with no heat or clean water, and who 
only just got a proper school this year. 

The rate of child poverty in Canada has in¬ 


creased since 1989 when our federal govern¬ 
ment voted unanimously to wipe it out by 2000. 
Twenty-five years later, more than 1.3 million 
Canadian children live below the poverty line. 

The number of Canadians who rely on food 
banks grows every year. Almost 100 First Na¬ 
tions communities face drinking water advis¬ 
ories, and as many as 48 communities still lack 
a school. In the north, we’ve seen three families 
crammed into a small house, sleeping shoulder 
to shoulder on the floor. The same is often true 
of new immigrant families who arrive in our 
urban centres and share tiny apartments. 

Our country has seen extraordinary eco¬ 
nomic growth, and at the same time deepening 
inequality. 

If we believe every Canadian child deserves 


the same fair chance to thrive, we need to ask 
how we give them that. 

From Ecuador to India, in our international 
work we find that fighting child poverty is 
mostly about meeting families’ most basic 
needs like food, clean water and education. 
Those challenges exist here. But in Canada, the 
problem is more complex than simply building 
a school, or putting food on the table. 

In part, it’s about empowering people to 
change their own lives. 

Given the opportunity and the tools, young 
Canadians in low-income communities have an 
incredible capacity to make positive change— 
for themselves, their families and their neigh¬ 
bours. We’ve learned that working with youth 
in urban neighbourhoods like Toronto’s Regent 


Park, and with aboriginal youth in our Sacred 
Circle program. When young Canadians in 
these communities take on a service project— 
tackling issues like drug abuse or youth suicide 
—in the process of helping others they help 
themselves. Still, as Canadians we need to ask 
ourselves, what kind of country do we want to 
live in? Do we want a Canada where every child 
has the opportunity to succeed? If so, it’s time to 
come up with a plan that will fulfil the promise 
we made 25 years ago to end child poverty. 

Brothers Craig and Marc Kielburger founded a 
platform for social change that includes the inter¬ 
national charity Free The Children, the social en¬ 
terprise Me to We and the youth empowerment 
movement We Day. 


We asked you: 


What’s the nicest thing a stranger 
has ever done for you?* * 

Just in time for Christmas, we asked people from around the country to share their stories of random acts of kindness: 



Andrea Juby, 
Vancouver 

While I was looking for a 
new apartment this fall, my 
current building manager — 
who was a stranger to me at 
the time — offered to hold 
a beautiful light-filled studio 
for a whole month until I was 
ready to move in. She said, 
“We don’t want to bankrupt 
you before Christmas!” I 
walked away on air, I was so 
moved. That immense kind¬ 
ness created a real sense of 
home for me. I am so grateful 
to her and I look forward to 
my opportunity to pay that 
kindness forward. 



Ena Goquiolay, 
Calgary 

When my family and I 
migrated to Canada in 2001, 
we didn’t know anybody. A 
newly immigrated Filipino 
family, who my parents only 
knew by referral from mutual 
friends back home, picked us 
up from the airport and of¬ 
fered us a room in their small 
apartment until my parents 
could find a basement to rent. 
They drove us to government 
offices and garage sales. Their 
kids lent us their toys and 
showed us around the neigh¬ 
bourhood. Fourteen years 
later, we consider these once 
strangers part of our family. 



Brittney Skrypec, 
Winnipeg 

I went to (a coffee shop) 
to get gift cards for work, 
and the barista asked me 
if I was getting anything. I 
said no and she told me not 
to wony about it. “It’s on 
us,” she said. I’m glad I got 
it for free, it was so nice of 
her! Now every time I see 
her, I think of that time she 
made my day. 



Renata Tracy, 
Toronto* 

Someone — their name 
was Aris — once rode 
their bike from Montreal 
to Toronto to see me for 
one day. 

Editor’s note: Aris was not 
a stranger to Renata. That 
probably would have been 
creepy. There was a mis¬ 
understanding in Toronto 
about which question to 
ask, but this answer was so 
nice we thought we’d use it 
anyway:) 



Stephen 

Freedman, 

Ottawa 


I asked a stranger for help 
once when my phone died. 
He was kind enough to let 
me use my phone to call 
my mom. She was supposed 
to pick me up and I was 
supposed to tell her where. 

I was downtown. There 
would have been a lot of 
confusion if I didn’t call. 



Qian Giang, 
Halifax 

I crossed Spring Garden 
and just lost my (wallet) 
and another person 
helped me pick up my 
(wallet) and return to 
me. 
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NED EHRBAR 

METRO'S TAKE ON 
THE WORLD OF 
CELEBRITIES 



Amy Adams on the outs with 
Today over Sony scandal 


It was just supposed to be a 
simple morning talk-show 
appearance for Amy Adams 
to promote her latest film, 
Big Eyes, and do a victory lap 
after her impressive Saturday 
Night Live hosting duty, but 
instead we have yet another 
repercussion of the Sony 
hacking scandal. 

Adams was reportedly in 
the Today show green room, 
ready to go on the air, when 
she was told she would be 
asked to comment on 
the Sony scandal. 



“Amy said she didn’t want 
to contribute to the media 
coverage of it... then she 
was abruptly told that her 
interview with Today was 
cancelled. She was shocked 
and upset,” a source tells 
Page Six. 

Another source, though, 
saw her as a bit more than 
“shocked and upset,” claim¬ 
ing that Adams “was angiy 
and acting belligerent, she 
was yelling at Today produ¬ 
cers and reduced a young fe¬ 
male staffer to tears.” Guess 


she did learn a thing or two 
from working with David 0. 
Russell after all. 

Probably the most en¬ 
tertaining part of all of this 
is the NBC spokesperson’s 
statement explaining that 
“as a news program, the 
Today show doesn’t allow 
guests to put restrictions on 
interviews.” 

Oh man. First of all, that’s 
total bull. And second of all, 
it’s so cute that you think of 
yourself as a news program. 
Adorable. 


Alright, alright, aw shucks! Man wakes 
from coma thinking he’s McConaughey 


You think you know what 
disappointment feels like? Try 
being the British man who 
came out of a six-day coma 
in 2012 thinking he was Mat¬ 
thew McConaughey. “When 
I went to the toilet I went to 
look in the mirror and I was 
shocked because I didn’t look 
like him, I didn’t know what 
I was looking at,” British car 
accident survivor Roiy Curtis 
tells the Telegraph. “At times 
I was in hospital thinking, ‘I 
can’t wait to get out of here 
and back to filming movies.’ 
I was convinced I was him 
and that I had his good 
looks as well. I know it 


was hopeful thinking, really: 
Yeah, but just imagine how 
bummed he’d be if this had 
happened after McConaugh- 
ey’s Oscar win. 

Also, Curtis says he came 
out of the coma speaking 
fluent French, a language 
that he’d never studied 
and that, to my knowledge, 
McConaughey doesn’t speak 
either. 

“I was sitting there spout¬ 
ing a foreign language from 
my hospital bed, acting all 
French in their sort of ar¬ 
rogant yet sophisticated 
way,” he says. Sounds 
charming. 


Breaking! Frozen turned on 
Emily Blunt’s water works 


According to Emily Blunt, 
another adjective that can be 
applied to Disney’s hugely 
successive animated musical 
Frozen is “labour-inducing.” 
Blunt tells E! News that she 
watched the film just a day 
before she and husband John 
Krasinslci welcomed daugh¬ 
ter Hazel into the world. 
“Isn’t that crazy? There was 
nothing on and I was like, 
‘Do you think this will be 
good?’ And John indulged 
me and we went to see it,” 
she says. As for when they 
got to the iconic Let it Go 
ditty? “I was like, ‘I’m about 
to!”’ Blunt remembers. “I’m 
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literally about to let it go.” 

Wait, maybe they 
shouldn’t brag about that. 


Berlin fest won’t let Fifty 
Shades wear out welcome 


In a move that kind of makes 
Germany’s prestigious Berli- 
nale seem kind of desperate, 
Fifty Shades of Grey will be 
celebrating its international 
premiere at the 65th annual 
edition of the film festival, 
programmers announced 
this week. The press release 
even goes so far as to call the 
roles of Christian Grey (Jamie 
Dornan) and Anastasia Steel 
(Dakota Johnson) “iconic.” 


Guys, come on. This is 
soft-core S&M porn origin¬ 
ally written as fan fiction for 
Twilight, an already pretty 
terrible book series. 

The festival also an¬ 
nounced they’ll be screening 
the film only once, meaning 
either they’re really trying to 
build up excitement around 
it or they’re secretly embar¬ 
rassed about screening it at 
all. I’m going with the latter. 



Frozen freezes out Swiftie 
for top entertainer spot 


If you have children, or know 
someone who does, or just 
listened to one recently, the 
choice of Associated Press 
Entertainer of the Year won’t 
come as much of a shock: It’s 
Frozen, and in 2014, we just 
couldn’t let it go. 

Although the 
animated film 



opened late in 2013, the stoiy 
of Elsa, Anna, Olaf, Kristoff 
and Sven easily outpaced 
other vote-getters like Sher¬ 
lock star Benedict Cumber- 
batch, TV guru Shonda Rimes, 
musicians Beyonce and 
Pharrell Williams, and even 
an entry for the culture’s fixa¬ 
tion on the female rear. 

In 47 ballots submitted 
by members and subscrib¬ 
ers of the AP, Frozen won 12 
votes. Taylor Swift had eight. 
Matthew McConaughey and 
Jimmy Fallon were tied for 
third with seven votes each. 
Voters were asked to consider 
who had the most influence 
on entertainment and culture 

in 2014. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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In theatres Christmas Day 



The Imitation 
Game 


Kids/Family 



Into the Woods 


Director. Morten Tyldum 


Director. Sean Anders 


Drama 



Big Eyes 

Director. Tim Burton 


Ratings and synopses courtesy of Rotten Tomatoes. For more movie reviews, trailers and news goto RottenTomatoes.com. 
Ratings: Certified Fresh: ^ Fresh: ^ Rotten: Audience response: jrf Audience anticipationforthefilm: 



Unbroken 


Wild 


The Gambler 


Director. Angelina Jolie 


Director. Jean-Marc Vallee 


Director. Rupert Wyatt 


Stars. Benedict Cumber- 
batch, Keira Knightley 

During the winter of 1952, 
British authorities entered 
the home of mathemat¬ 
ician, ciyptanalyst and war 
hero Alan Turing to inves¬ 
tigate a reported burglaiy. 
They ended up arresting 
Turing himself on charges 
of ‘gross indecency’, that 
would lead to his conviction 
for the criminal offense of 
homosexuality — little did 
officials know they were 
incriminating the pioneer 
of computing. 

Rotten Tomatoes™ score 
Critics: Audience: 

gg 86% 98% 


Stars. Meryl Streep, Emily 
Blunt, James Corden 

Into the Woods is a modem 
twist on several of the be¬ 
loved Brothers Grimm faiiy 
tales, intertwining the plots 
of a few choice stories and 
exploring the consequences 
of the characters’ wishes 
and quests. This humor¬ 
ous and heartfelt musical 
follows the classic tales of 
Cinderella, Little Red Riding 
Hood, Jack and the Bean¬ 
stalk, and Rapunzel. 

Rotten Tomatoes™ score 
Critics: Audience: 

£ 71% 97% 


Stars. Amy Adams, 

Christoph Waltz 

Directed and produced by 
Tim Burton, Big Eyes is 
based on the true stoiy of 
Walter Keane (Christoph 
Waltz), who was one of the 
most successful painters of 
the 1950s and early 1960s. 
The artist earned staggering 
notoriety by revolutionizing 
the commercialization and 
accessibility of popular art 
with his enigmatic paint¬ 
ings of waifs with big eyes. 


Rotten Tomatoes™ score 
Critics: Audience: 

£ 72% 95% 


Stars. Jack O'Connell, 
Domhnall Gleeson 

Academy Award winner 
Angelina Jolie directs and 
produces Unbroken, fol¬ 
lowing the incredible life 
of Olympian and war hero 
Louis “Louie” Zamperini 
(Jack O’Connell) who, along 
with two other crewmen, 
survived in a raft for 47 
days after a near-fatal plane 
crash in the Second World 
War, only to be caught by 
the Japanese Navy and sent 
to a prisoner-of-war camp. 

Rotten Tomatoes™ score 
Critics: Audience: 

«j£48% 96 o /o 


Stars. Reese Witherspoon, 
Kevin Rankin 

With the dissolution of her 
marriage and the death of 
her mother, Cheiyl Strayed 
has lost all hope. After years 
of reckless, destructive 
behaviour, she makes a rash 
decision. With absolutely 
no experience, driven only 
by sheer determination, 
Cheiyl hikes more than 
a thousand miles of the 
Pacific Crest Trail, alone. 


Rotten Tomatoes™ score 
Critics: Audience: 

®7l% 95% 


Stars. Mark Wahlberg 

Jim Bennett (Mark Wahl¬ 
berg) is a risk taker. Both 
an English professor and 
a high-stalces gambler, 
Bennett bets it all when he 
borrows from a gangster 
(Michael Kenneth Wil¬ 
liams) and offers his own 
life as collateral. Always 
one step ahead, Bennett 
pits his creditor against the 
operator of a gambling ring 
(Alvin Ing) and leaves his 
dysfunctional relationship 
with his wealthy mother. 

Rotten Tomatoes™ score 

Critics: Audience: 

Q) 62% 94% 


Joshua Jackson’s never had it so Golden 


Television. The Affair 
star is grateful for a cable 
schedule that gives him 
time to live his life 



NED 

EHRBAR 

Metro in Hollywood 


Joshua Jackson’s latest 
show, The Affair, wrapped 
up its first 10-episode sea¬ 
son Sunday night, but de¬ 


spite the series’ success and 
critical acclaim — including 
three Golden Globe nomina¬ 
tions — he understands if 
you still think of other work 
he’s done when you see him. 

“Depending on where 
you are in the world, Pacey 
left a mark, and I’m 36 years 
old now. That’s a long time 
ago,” Jackson says of his 
breakout Dawson’s Creek 
role. 

“Frankly even before 
that, (there was) The Mighty 
Ducks. Maybe not in the rest 


of the world, but for Can¬ 
ada, I still walk around as 
the bearded old man that I 
am now and have nine-year- 
olds who are like, ‘Charlie! 
Oh my God, what’s going 
on?”’ 

It may seem jarring to 
hear a 36-year-old call him¬ 
self an old man — and Jack- 
son mentions his age often 
enough to suggest it’s on 
his mind a lot — but keep 
in mind his first Mighty 
Ducks film came out nearly 
23 years ago. And Dawson’s 


Creek? Just celebrated its 
16th birthday. 

“I look back on those 
years very fondly, and ob¬ 
viously that was a life¬ 
changing event for me. I 
was already a working actor, 
but now it was a career arc 
rather than something that 
I was a doing when I was a 
kid,” he says. “Yes, I do feel 
old sometimes.” 

But with age comes wis¬ 
dom, and for Jackson the 
10-episode structure of The 
Affair — and the cable land¬ 


scape in general — was a 
revelation. 

“As a man who’s done a 
lot of seasons of television 
and frankly just been work¬ 
ing for a long, long time — I 
mean, this is my 25th year 
in the union, I can’t believe 
that’s true, but it’s true — 
what is so lovely about do¬ 
ing 10 episodes is that just at 
the point which you’re tired 
and you want the season to 
be done, it’s done and then 
you can go out and live the 
rest of your life,” he says. 



opinion 

r matters! 

Share your opinion on 
ads that run in Metro 
by joining the RAM 
panel at metronews. 
ca/panel. 

' 1 pj metre 


Go to metronews.ca/panel 
and join today 


eoXTN-S weeic SALB 


Guitars, Banjos, Mandolins, Ukes, 
Violins, etc... at Great Prices! 

HALIFAX 
FOLKLORE 
CENTRE 

1528 Brunswick St. 
902-422-6350 
Located just off 
Spring Garden Rd 


halifaxfolklorecentre.ca 



Biscuit 

Ge/teftaiLStortp 


SAT., DEC. 27™ 10-6 

EVERYTHING 

HALF PRICE 

ONE DAY ONLY! 

ALL MEN’S L WOMENS CLOTHING. SHOES, BO VTC. 
ACCESSORIES. GIFTS. NOVELTIES L JEWELRY. 


‘BONUS* 
‘LUCKY 7* 

*YOUR 7™ CLOTHING 
ITEM ts free; 

PSSST... 30 %- 70 *OFF 

STARTS SUN. 0EC.28THI 

1661 ARGYLE STREET 

inrrwfTM p*inct a no mckviuc st i 
fouow us <?eiscurr GENERAL 
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How-to 


Use travel time wisely 

1. Use travel time to relax, not to work. Power 
down and give your brain a break. 

2. Load your iPad with that documentaiy you’ve 
been meaning to watch or that video tutorial you 
haven’t had time to wrap your head around. 

3. Review a language app of the foreign country 
you’re heading to (quietly, of course). Even 10 
simple words and phrases can go a long way — 
and two of them had better be “please” and “thank 
you.” 

4. Is the flight attendant/tour guide handing out 
local newspapers? Brush up on the news of the day 
at your destination, so you’ll have something to 
add to the local chit-chat. 

5. Never forget this all-important travel rule, 
whether you’re on a plane, train or bus: Sleep 
when you can. 

DOUG WALLACE/METRO 


New 


Westin facelift 
atTremblant 

Calling all ski bums: 

Le Westin Resort 
& Spa, Tremblant, 

Que., has recently 
completed a major 
reno. All 122 guest 
rooms have been 
redone, as has the 
more than 4,000 
square feet of meet¬ 
ing space, the lobby 
and the front desk, spruced up with a living 
green wall. Expect natural wood details, earthy 
colours, warm fabrics and lots of big, big win¬ 
dows. Recharge the batteries, then hit the slopes 
— and repeat. Visit StarwoodHotels.com. 

DOUG WALLACE/METRO 


Deal 


Escape to 
Portugal 

Beat the winter 
blahs by heading 
to the Algarve. 

Gateways 
International is 
offering 14 days 
in Albufeira, Por¬ 
tugal, including 
hotel and airfare 
from Toronto, from $1,775 (taxes included) for 
travel between Jan. 1 and March 31. Because 
this deal is based on availability, you can get 
a little more flexibility with dates, and with 
airfare being the bulk of the cost, you could 
stay an extra week for peanuts if you wanted 
to. Call 800-268-0900. 

DOUG WALLACE/METRO 





The hot destinations of 2015 





Make a list. Here’s a 
rundown of accessible 
and fascinating trips 
to plan next year 


See Cuba before it changes. 
Check out the World Expo in 
Milan. And if you’re heading to 
New York City to see the view 
from One World Trade Center’s 
observatoiy (scheduled to open 
late spring), take the subway to 
Queens and see if you can fig¬ 
ure out why it topped Lonely 
Planet’s “best in the U.S.” des¬ 
tinations for 2015. 

Europe 

The Milan Expo opens in 
May for six months and is 
expected to draw 20 mil¬ 
lion visitors. The Expo is the 
modern incarnation of the 
old World’s Fairs that thrilled 
19th- and 20th-centuiy guests 
with new products and tech¬ 
nology. 

The theme of the Milan 
Expo is food and nutrition, 
and dozens of countries are 
participating. The U.S. will do 
its part by sending six authen¬ 
tic food trucks to Italy featur¬ 
ing regional American and 
ethnic fusion menus. Milan’s 
famous opera house, La Scala, 
normally closed in the sum¬ 
mer, will host performances 
daily during the Expo. 

Anniversaries 

Singapore celebrates its 
golden Jubilee — 50 years 
of independence from Great 
Britain. Vietnam celebrates 
70 years since achieving in¬ 
dependence from France, and 
50 years since the first U.S. 
combat troops arrived at Da 
Nang, which some historians 
say marked the start of the 
Vietnam War — even though 
Americans had been sent to 
the country in prior years. 


A number of U.S. museums 
and historic sites will be host¬ 
ing exhibits and events to mark 
150 years since the assassina¬ 
tion of Abraham Lincoln and 
the end of the Civil War. 

The new year also marks 
70 years since the end of 
Second World War — both 
the defeat of Nazi Germany 
and the atomic bombing of 
Japan that ended the war in 
Asia. Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
are planning memorial servi¬ 
ces on the August anniversar¬ 
ies of the bombings, along 
with numerous arts projects 
and peace-themed events 
throughout the year. 

In New Orleans, Aug. 29 will 
be the 10-year anniversary of 
the devastation of hurricane Ka¬ 
trina. “Come see the new New 
Orleans” is the tourist industry 
mantra for showcasing trendy 
emerging neighbourhoods and 
a vibrant restaurant scene. 

South Dakota expects 
crowds for the 50th Custer 
State Park Buffalo Roundup 
in September and the 75th 


Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in 
August. 

Cuba 

The news that the U.S. in¬ 
tends to normalize relations 
with Cuba could lead to a 
rush of travellers hoping to 
experience the island before 
it loses its frozen-in-time cul¬ 
ture to an onslaught of U.S. 
chain stores, hotels and tour¬ 
ists. But don’t pack your bags 


just yet: For the near future, 
the only way you can legally 
visit Cuba as an American 
citizen is to take a “people 
to people” cultural exchange 
tour licensed by the U.S. 
government. The tours are 
expensive and itineraries are 
limited. 

Theme Parks 

Universal Studios Hollywood 
debuts two new attractions in 


New York City 


Two big openings take place 
in the Big Apple in 2015: the 
observatory at One World 
Trade in late spring and 
the new Whitney Museum 
of American Art in May in 
Manhattan's Meatpacking 
District near the High Line 
and the Hudson River. The city 
also got a Christmas gift from 
Lonely Planet, which named 
the borough of Queens as a 
“best in the U.S.'' destination. 
Manhattan has been giving 
ground to trendy Brooklyn in 
recent years, but the elevation 
of Queens as the next big 
thing was a bit of a surprise. 
Not that New Yorkers and 
tourists alike don't love 
Queens attractions like the 
1964 World's Fair grounds, 
the hipster beach scene in 
the Rockaways, Chinatown in 
Flushing, the Asian and Latin 
American ethnic mix in Jack- 
son Heights and the emerging 
industrial-chic ambience 
of Long Island City. But the 
borough is not quite on tour¬ 
ist radars yet — though the 
Lonely Planet pronouncement 
may change that. 


2015: Springfield, an immer¬ 
sive area opening in spring 
surrounding The Simpsons 
Ride, and Fast & Furious — 
Supercharged, a thrill ride 
opening in summer based on 
the film series. 

Disneyland opens Frozen 
Fun in Januaiy in Anaheim, 
Calif., with a singalong, Olaf’s 
Snow Fest, and meet-and- 
greets with Anna and Elsa, 
among other attractions. The 
California theme park also 
celebrates its 60th anniver- 
saiy this year, with celebra¬ 
tion details to be revealed at 
the end of Januaiy. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Exclusive Non-Stop Flights 
from HALIFAX TO MIAMI 



Beaujolais is one of 
France’s best secrets 


Foodie furlough. 
Little known to 
tourists, this spot 
near Burgundy boasts 
affordable bottles and 
delicious dishes 


ANDRE 

PROULX 

life@metronews.ca 

It’s hard to imagine in a 
country known for wine 
that there are still areas that 
have not been invaded by 
the wine-loving tourist. Nes¬ 
tled between Burgundy and 
Cotes du Rhone, you find 
Beaujolais. Beaujolais is a 
wine region recovering from 
a bad reputation due to bad 
Beaujolais Nouveau flooding 
the market in the late ’80s 
and early ’90s. I can assure 
you that there is much more 
to Beaujolais than the re¬ 
lease of the Nouveau. 

The celebration that 
takes place on the third 
Thursday in November to 
celebrate the release of 
Beaujolais Nouveau is one 
reason to plan a visit to the 
group of villages that make 
up the Beaujolais region. 
Going in the fall just after 
harvest means you will have 


If you go... 


• You are entitled to 1.5L of 
wine duty-free. Anything 
over that, expect to pay 
duty depending on which 
Canadian province you are 
entering from France. 


• When visiting wineries 
make sure you call in 
advance, most wineries 
work on an appointment 
basis only. 


• When renting a car ex¬ 
pect to get a larger class 
than you would be used 
to in Canada. When they 
say compact, they really 
mean subcompact. 


far fewer tourists in the area 
and booking appointments 
at wineries will be easier. 
Going toward the end of 
November means that most 
of the hard work from har¬ 
vest is finished and wine¬ 
makers will have some more 
time to sit down with you 
and share their wines. 

There are two types of 
wine you will find in Beaujo¬ 
lais: the traditional familiar 
red Beaujolais and Beaujo¬ 
lais Blanc. The red is made 
with the Gamay Noir grape. 
Gamay is fantastic because 


it is versatile with all kinds 
of food. 

Beaujolais Blanc is made 
from Chardonnay. It makes 
up a very small part of the 
total production of wines in 
the region but it seems that 
every winery has one section 
of the vineyard reserved for 
their Chardonnay. Tasting 
Beaujolais Blanc will make 
you feel like you are part 
of a secret club because it 
isn’t well known outside of 
Beaujolais — even to other 
people in France. 

Only 54 kilometres away, 
Lyon is the gastronomy cap¬ 
ital of France. 

Home to several Michel- 
in-star restaurants and a 
perfect marriage of old and 
modern architecture, you 
may want to consider stay¬ 
ing in the city for a day or 
two. 

While you are in the 
city, make sure you check 
out a Bouchon Lyonnais 
where you can expect to 
find traditional dishes such 
as Quenelle (fish dumpling) 
and sausages served with a 
French flair. The Michelin 
stars don’t stop at the city 
limits with Beaujolais being 
home to several Michelin 
star restaurants of their 
own. Expect to enjoy long 
lunches and suppers on your 
visit to the area. 



Give the Gift of a Celebrity Cruise! 

CALL TODAY, Space is selling quickly. 

Still available-)-: Feb. 7,14, 21 Mar. 7, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 2015 


Celebrity Cruises 
Caribbean Vacations 

It's All Included . 


■ 7 Night Eastern or Western Caribbean cruise 
aboard Celebrity Reflection® 


■ Ports of call include: St. Thomas, St. Maarten, 
San Juan, Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Jamaica 
and our private island, Labade® 


■ Roundtrip NON-STOP flight from Halifax, 
NS to Miami, FL 


■ Up to 2 checked bags per traveler* 


■ Complimentary in-flight meal, beverages, 
entertainment and headsets 


■ Classic Beverage Package during your cruise; 
including beer, wine, spirits and more*, approx, 
value of $789 (3rd and 4th guests each receive 
a non alcoholic beverage package and 40 
minute Internet package) 


■ All gratuities and taxes* for your cruise 


■ Roundtrip ground transfers 


Suites from $3,319* 
Veranda Staterooms 
from $1,999* 

Oceanview Staterooms from $ 1839 */ Interior State¬ 
rooms from $ 1499 * 


Celebrity Cruises* 


That's modern luxury. SM 


For information visit www.celebritycruises.com/canada 
To reserve, call your travel agent or call 1-888-776-1155 



* Offer valid for departures between Feb. 7 to Apr. 4,2015. Classic beverage package for two applies to two guests (21 years and older) per stateroom and includes beers up to $6 per serving; 
spirits and cocktails up to $8 per serving and wine up to $9 per serving, soda selections, fresh squeezed and bottled juices, premium coffees and teas and non-premium bottled water, Upgrades 
to other beverage packages are available for an additional charge plus beverage gratuities. Gratuities applies to two guests per stateroom and provides for prepaid stateroom attendant, waiter, 
assistant waiter and head waiter gratuities (amounts based on gratuity guidelines), 3rd and 4th guests receive gratuities and non-alcoholic beverage package which can be upgraded to an alcohol 
package for a fee. Max. total baggage allowance of 20 kilos (44 lbs.) per person. Price is in CAD, p.p. based on double occupancy for new individual bookings, subject to availability and may change 
at any time and is inclusive of all taxes, fees and port charges. Ports of call vary by itinerary. Prices are based on the lowest minimums available as follows and will vary by sailing: suites from $3319 
for sailing Mar. 21, verandas from $1999 for Mar, 7 sailing, oceanview staterooms from $1839 for sailing Mar. 7; interior staterooms from $1499 for sailing Mar. 7. Other categories/occupancy 
types and sailing dates are available at varying prices. Celebrity Reflection® Eastern Caribbean Feb, 7,14,21, Mar. 7,21 & Apr. 4 and Western Caribbean Feb., 28, Mar. 14 & 28. This program is not 
combinable with any other offers and is not available online. +Based on availability at time of printing. Space is subject to availability and change at time of booking. Please ask for details regarding 
terms and conditions concerning deposit, final payment and cancellation penalties. Restrictions apply. Celebrity Cruises reserves the right to correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions and to 
change or update fares, fees and surcharges at any time without prior notice. © 2014 Celebrity Cruises, Inc. Ship's Registry: Malta and Ecuador. All Rights Reserved. 5579 ■ 11/14 



























18 


WORK & EDUCATION 


metronews.ca 

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 


metr 


How to stop being afraid of the followup 


Career. They’ve said 
they'd be in touch, but 
should you give them a 
shout in the meantime? 


LAUREN 

MARINIGH 

TalentEgg.ca 


Send the right message 


Not knowing what to share in a followup message is a com¬ 
mon reason for opting out. 


• Don't overthink it. If you’re following up on an application, 
keep your message brief and inquire politely about the 
opportunity you’ve applied to. Reiterate your interest and 
ask if there have been any new developments in the hiring 
process. 


• If you're following up on an interview, it's OK to go into 
more detail. Make sure to share that you appreciated the 
opportunity to connect, and bring up a few key discussion 
topics. Close by adding that you look forward to hearing 
about the hiring process soon. 


Knowing how to follow up 
after an interview can be 
key to determining if you 
progress on to the next step 
in the hiring process. 

If you’re not the most 
assertive person, you may 
be afraid to reach out post¬ 
interview. Here are some 
important steps to follow 
that can help make the pro¬ 
cess less intimidating. 

Organize details 

Often job descriptions 
will outline how or if they 
would like you to follow up. 

Some jobs will state that 
only qualified applicants 
will be contacted, and will 
strictly outline not to fol¬ 
low up. Make sure you 
make note of these things 
as you are sending out ap¬ 
plications. 

Once you have sent out 
a followup, make sure to 
make note of a response 


you receive. This will be 
crucial in knowing when to 
follow up again, or knowing 
the job status. 

There is nothing worse 
than following up when 
you’ve already heard that a 
position is closed. 

Follow up with the 
appropriate person 

Just as when you apply for a 
job, it’s important that your 
followup be directed to the 
right person. 

If you applied to a gen¬ 
eral HR email, you can try 
following up to that email, 
but chances are you won’t 
hear back. 


Try to find the person 
in charge of hiring for that 
particular position. 

If you apply via Linlcedln, 
often you will be able to see 
who posted the job, and 
that will help identify the 
right person with whom to 
follow up. 

Know the platform 

How should you be follow¬ 
ing up? 

If a position specifically 
states “No phone calls,” fol¬ 
low up with an email. 

Email is generally a safer 
and less invasive bet any¬ 
way, as it allows for the hir¬ 
ing manager to reply back 


in their own time — and 
avoids creating an awkward 
situation. 

You don’t want to catch 
someone off-guard or annoy 
them by not following in¬ 
structions that were clearly 
laid out in the first place. 

If you have a more casual 
relationship with someone 
involved in the hiring pro¬ 
cess (but not the key deci¬ 
sion-maker), you may want 
to consider using a social 
media platform (like Twit¬ 
ter) to touch base. 

Let it be and give it time 

There is a fine line between 
following up and annoying 
human resources by being 
too persistent. 

You’ll definitely be con¬ 
tacted if you are a promis¬ 
ing candidate, so imagine 
your followup as simply 
a confirmation of inter¬ 
est and an opportunity to 
(hopefully) gain more infor¬ 
mation about your applica¬ 
tion status in the process. 

If you don’t hear back 
from the hiring manager, 
don’t take it personally. 

While you may be dis¬ 
appointed that your careful¬ 
ly-crafted application didn’t 
get a response, letting go of 
your disappointment is the 
only way to move forward. 



It’s beginning to look a lot like the work blahs 



It's hard to stay happy when the weather is at its worst, but there are ways to curb your curmudgeonliness, istock 



Dear Metro, 

I get extremely sluggish in 
the winter. It’s so hard to 
get up in the morning— 
and even once I’m awake, 

I still feel like I’m asleep. 
Everything is just so blah. 
How can I stay focused at 
work when all I want to do 
is crawl under a blanket? 

— Want 2 Hibernate 

Dear W2H, 

If only we could eat a bunch 
of acorns, then curl up in a 
cute little ball and nap until 
April. But humans aren’t 
chipmunks. Even in 20-below 
weather, we’ve got to haul 
our tails to work. 

Although you want to 
park yourself under an af- 
ghan, don’t. Physical activity 

— even a little bit each day 

— can radically energize your 
system. To stay positive at 


work, set a few manageable 
professional resolutions that 
will boost your performance 
without stirring up oh-no-I’m- 
flunking-my-resolutions anx¬ 
iety. And give yourself some¬ 
thing fun to look forward to 
on a daily basis. 

It could be something big, 
like a vacation. Or something 
small, like fancy crackers in 
your lunch. 

Winter slowdown is nor¬ 
mal, but if your blahs run 
really blue, consider seeking 
treatment for Seasonal Affect¬ 
ive Disorder (SAD). 

Health-care professionals 
can advise on ways to make 
the dreaiy months less dark, 
both at work and in your off- 
hours. 

The weather outside may 
be frightful, but the next 
few months don’t have to be 
totally awful. 

Dear Metro, 

My boss recently lost it on a 
colleague for mixing up the 
numbers in a report. Thing is, 
my colleague had the wrong 
numbers because of a silly 


mistake with my calculations. 
I know I should confess, but I 
started this job recently and 


I don’t want to get off on the 
wrong foot. How can I ab¬ 
solve my co-worker without 


hurting my own career? 
— Playing Scruples 


Dear PS, 

Your biggest mistake is not 
owning up to your mistake. 
While small slip-ups don’t 
necessarily need admitting, 
hiding larger missteps could 
easily make them worse. In 
this case, size doesn’t matter: 
someone else shouldn’t have 
to take the blame for your 
blunder. 

Find a way to frame your 
story so you don’t come off 
like the no-shame new guy 
who stood idle while Peter got 
screamed at in his stead. 

A small but self-serving 
white lie — ”1 just noticed 
an error in my calculations” 
— could exonerate your col¬ 
league while downplaying 
your cowardice. 

Confessing won’t be easy, 
but facing your faults is a sign 
of professional maturity. 

Clear the air and your con¬ 
science, then move forward. 

Your boss may irritated 
that you made an anger¬ 
worthy gaffe in your first 
stint on the job. But it would 
be even worse if he found out 
you were a liar. 
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Bacon the icing on baked apple pancake 



Christmas brunch. 
Bacon-apple upside- 
down pancake delivers 
a crowd-pleasing salty 
caramelized crunch 


Like Thanksgiving, Christ¬ 
mas is one of those holidays 
that requires aroma. 

On Thanksgiving, we 
need the house to smell 
of turkey and stuffing and 
sweet potatoes. On Christ¬ 
mas, we need whiffs of in¬ 
dulgent breakfast items, 
like cinnamon rolls or a bub¬ 
bling fruit crisp. Or maybe 
you prefer hash browns and 
bacon. Those get the job 
done nicely, too. 

This year combine sweet 
and savoury with this baked 
pancake inspired by an up¬ 
side-down cake. For ease, it 
can partially prepped the 
night before. To do that, just 
make the batter as directed 
in a blender, then refriger¬ 
ate it overnight in the blend¬ 
er carafe. In the morning, 
just give it a quick whir to 
freshen it, then you’re ready 
to assemble the pancake. 

And that’s when things 
get good. You start by fry¬ 
ing bacon in a skillet. Once 
the bacon is crisp, you top it 
with a layer of thinly sliced 
apples. Give those a couple 
minutes to soften, then 
you add a hefty sprinkle of 
brown sugar and cinnamon. 
Finally, you pour on the bat¬ 
ter and pop the whole thing 
in the oven to finish. 

When it’s done, you 
overturn the pancake onto 
a serving platter and cut it 
into wedges. You may not 
need to, but there’s no harm 
in dousing the whole thing 
with maple syrup. 

1. Heat the oven to 375 F. 

2 . In a blender, combine the 


milk, egg, oil and vanilla. 
Blender until smooth. 

3 . With the blender run¬ 
ning on low, sprinkle in the 
flour, sugar, baking powder 
and 1/2 teaspoon salt. Stop 
blending as soon as the mix¬ 
ture is smooth. Set aside. 

4 . Use an apple corer or 
melon bailer to core the 
apple, but leave the fruit 
intact. Set the apple on its 
side, then cut it into thin 
round slices. Set aside. 


5 . Heat a large oven-safe 
skillet over medium. Add 
the bacon and cook for 6 
to 7 minutes on one side. 
Spoon out and discard 
about half of the fat in the 
pan, then turn the bacon 
strips to cook on the other 
side, laying them flat and 
evenly over the bottom of 
the pan. 

6 . Top the bacon with the 
apple slices, arranging them 
evenly. Cover the pan and 
cook for 2 minutes. 


7 . Mix together the brown 
sugar, cinnamon and a 
pinch of salt, then sprinkle 
the mixture over the apples. 

8 . Carefully and evenly pour 
the pancake batter over the 
apples and bacon. Place the 
skillet in the oven and bake 
until lightly browned and 
cooked through, about 20 
minutes. 

9 . Let the pancake cool 
for 5 minutes. Use a paring 
knife to loosen the edges of 


Ingredients 


• 3/4 cup whole milk 

• 1 egg 

• 1 tablespoon canola 

or vegetable oil 

• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

• 1 cup all-purpose flour 

• 2 tablespoons granulated 

sugar 


• 11/2 teaspoons baking 

powder 

• Kosher salt 

• 1 large apple 

• 8 strips bacon 

• 1/4 cup packed brown sugar 

• 1 teaspoon cinnamon 


the pancake, then overturn to release the pancake onto 
a large serving plate over the plate. Cut into wedges, 
the skillet. Invert the skillet the associated press 



Nestle salmon and eggs in sweet potato hash 


1. Heat the oven to 400 F. 
Coat a 3- to 4-quart casserole 
dish with cooking spray. 


Ingredients 


• 6 tablespoons (3/4 stick) un¬ 

salted butter 

• 1 medium yellow onion, diced 

• 2 large sweet potatoes, peeled 

• 4 medium Yukon gold potatoes 

• 1 cup diced roasted red peppers 

• 2 tablespoons roughly chopped 

capers 

• 2 tablespoons chopped fresh 


2 . In a large skillet over 
medium-high, melt the butter. 
Add the onion and cook for 6 


thyme 

• Kosher salt and ground black 

pepper 

• 8 ounces smoked salmon 

• Sour cream or 8 poached eggs 

(optional) 

• Lemon zest, to serve 

• Chopped fresh chives, to serve 

• Caviar (optional) 


to 8 minutes, or until tender 
and starting to brown. 

3 . Meanwhile, in a large bowl, 
grate the sweet potatoes and 
Yukon gold potatoes. Alterna¬ 
tively, use the medium grat¬ 
ing disc on a food processor 
to shred the potatoes. Either 
way, grasp the shredded po¬ 
tatoes a handful at a time to 
squeeze and discard as much 
liquid as possible, returning 
the potatoes to the bowl. 

4 . To the potatoes, add the 
onion-butter mixture, roasted 


red pepper, capers, thyme and 
a 1/2 teaspoon each of salt and 
black pepper. Spoon the mix¬ 
ture into the prepared casser¬ 
ole dish. Bake for 50 minutes, 
or until the potatoes are tender 
and the top is golden brown. 

5 . Top the hash with slices 
of smoked salmon and either 
dollops of sour cream or 
poached eggs, if using. Grate 
fresh lemon zest over the top, 
then sprinkle with black pep¬ 
per and chopped chives. Top 
with caviar, if desired. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Fucale flawless in 
final tune-up game 


World juniors. Domi 
nets hat trick as Canada 
shuts out Switzerland 


Max Domi scored a hat trick 
to lead Canada to a 6-0 victoiy 
over Switzerland on Tuesday in 
the final pre-tournament game 
before the start of the world 
junior championship. 

Domi scored twice in 13 
seconds in the second period 
before completing his hat trick 
midway through the third. 


Exhibition match 


61 0 

Canada Switzerland 


Brayden Point, Jake Virtanen 
and Nick Ritchie also scored for 
Canada, which went 2-0-1 in its 
three exhibition matches. 

Goalie Zach Fucale, who was 
recently traded from the Hali¬ 


fax Mooseheads to the Quebec 
Remparts in the QMJHL, made 
14 saves for the shutout. 

Netminder Ludovic Waeber 
stopped 37 of 43 shots for 
Switzerland, which finished 
0-2-0 in its exhibition games. 

With Canada already up 
1-0, Domi scored his first of the 
evening on the power play at 
15:46 of the second period. The 
Swiss defencemen gave Domi 
far too much time with the 
puck, as the 19-year-old skated 
towards the net with ease and 
found an opening between 
Waeber’s pads. 


With the Bell Centre public 
address announcer still belting 
out the details of Domi’s goal, 
the Arizona Coyotes prospect 
quickly made it 3-0 for Canada 
as he deflected home a pass 
from Anthony Duclair. 

Domi completed the hat 
trick in the third period. 

Getting the start in Canada’s 
final exhibition game means 
Fucale will likely get the nod 
over backup goaltender Eric 
Comrie when Canada’s tourna¬ 
ment officially gets underway 
versus Slovakia on Friday. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


NBLCanada 


Tubbs leaves 

Rainmentoplay 

overseas 

The Halifax Rainmen are 
saying goodbye to one of 
its star players. 

The National Basketball 
League of Canada franchise 
announced 
on Tuesday 
that six- 
foot-three, 
220-pound 
shooting 
guard Justin 
Tubbs has 
left the 
team to 
accept a 
contract offer to play pro¬ 
fessionally in Greece. 

Tubbs was one of the 
top scorers on the Rainmen 
and ranked No. 3 in the 
entire league for ffee-throw 
shooting accuracy at 77.5 
per cent. 

Halifax returns to action 
on Friday when it hosts the 
Saint John Mill Rats at 2 
p.m. at Scotiabanlc Centre. 

METRO 



NBA 


Love conquers 
former team 

Kevin Love scored 20 
points in his first game 
against Minnesota, Kyrie 
Irving added 29 and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers pulled 
away in the second half for 
a 125-104 victoiy over the 
Timberwolves on Tuesday 
night. 

LeBron James added 24 
points for the Cavs, now 
12-3 since opening 5-7. 

Rookie Andrew Wig¬ 
gins scored 27 against the 
team that drafted him 
for the Timberwolves, 
who dropped their sixth 
straight and have lost 12 of 

13. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Leafs* stars shine bright 


When it came time for the 
Maple Leafs to climb out of 
their pre-holiday rut, it was 
the team’s best players leading 
the way. 

Toronto picked up its 20th 
win of the season — not a bad 
pre-Christmas total — with 
a solid 4-0 win Tuesday night 
over the surging Dallas Stars. 

That ended Toronto’s three- 
game losing skid, sending 
some Christmas cheer to fret¬ 
ting fans. 

It helped that the team’s 
players did what they’re paid 
to do, and for the top stars, 


On Tuesday 



that means score. 

Nazem Kadri had a goal and 
assist; James van Riemsdylc 
had a goal and two assists, 
Tyler Bozalc a power-play goal 
and Phil Kessel, two assists. 


And goalie Jonathan Ber¬ 
nier, who stopped 43 shots, 
picked up another win, his 
quick glove and rebound con¬ 
trol in full evidence. Mike San- 
torelli added an empty netter 
with 3:51 to go as Dallas pulled 
out all the stops to tiy to get 
one past the Toronto netmind¬ 
er and break the shutout. 

The Leafs go into the holi¬ 
day break with 43 points, good 
for fourth place in the Atlantic 
Division and a healthy margin 
as the first wild-card team in 
the Eastern Conference play¬ 
off race, torstar news service 
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MLB 


Jays claim pair of 
hurlers off waivers 

The Toronto Blue Jays 
have claimed left-handed 
pitcher Scott Barnes off 
waivers from the Texas 
Rangers as well as right¬ 
hander Preston Guilmet 
off waivers from the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


NFL 


Browns likely to 
start third-string 
QB in season finale 

Browns quarterback Brian 
Hoyer is not practising 
because of a sore shoul¬ 
der, raising the likelihood 
rookie Connor Shaw will 
start the season finale at 
Baltimore. 


Hoyer was injured in 
Sunday’s loss at Carolina 
after he replaced Johnny 
Manziel, who hurt his 
hamstring and will not play 
again this season. Browns 
coach Mike Pettine has not 
decided on a starter for this 
week, but said he does not 
expect Hoyer, who started 
Cleveland’s first 13 games, 
to get to 100 per cent in the 
next few days. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Indian Super League 


Canadian named 
player of the year 

Canadian international 
striker Iain Hume has 
been named player of the 
year in the Indian Super 
League. 

The 31-year-old Hume 
had five goals, tied for 
second in the league. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


On the hot seat 



“I don’t 
look at 
myself as a 
three-win 
coach. I 
know I’m better than 
that, yet this is where 
we’re at right now.” 


New York Jets head coach Rex Ryan still 
carries confidence despite a poor season. 


Harvey succeeds despite 
high-level growing pains 



Rugby. Canadian wing 
reaps rewards after 
adjusting attitude 


In 2014, Magali Harvey went 
from wondering why she was 
playing rugby to being named 
the world’s best player. 

In addition to winning IRB 
Women’s Player of the Year 
honours, the 24-year-old from 
Quebec City was chosen as a 
finalist for the International 
Rugby Players’ Association Try 
of the Year — the only woman 
nominated — and finished 
second in scoring at the World 
Cup. 

That’s not bad for someone 
who was still finding her way 
on the rugby field. 


“I definitely did have a 
roller-coaster year,” Harvey said 
in a recent interview “During 
part of the year, I wasn’t sure 
why I was playing rugby. I 
wasn’t sure that I wanted to be 
in the (Canadian) program. 

“It was only once I real¬ 
ized that I was there because 
I wanted to be there, not be¬ 
cause I had to be there, that I 
started to change my perspec¬ 
tive on things. And it definitely 
helped me step up my game. I 
just started pushing harder at 
training and stopped cutting 
comers in eveiything I did.” 

A star player at St. Francis 
Xavier University, Harvey could 
rely on her speed and finish¬ 
ing skills. But the five-foot-five, 
144-pound back had plenty to 
learn at the international level. 

“It’s a big fish in a small 


Quoted 


“Even with that award, even with everything, it 
doesn’t change the fact that I still have to push 
myself, there’s still someone there for my spot and 
I’m still not where I want to be.” Magali Harvey 


pond kind of scenario,” said 
Canadian women’s sevens 
coach John Tait. “A lot of our 
players have had that scenario 
— they’ve all been the best 
player on their age-grade teams 
or the best player at their uni¬ 
versity or club. Some struggle 
with it more than others. It’s 
adapting when you’re sur¬ 
rounded with other players 
that are really good as well. 

“Mags, before she got here, 
couldn’t pass and thought tack¬ 
ling was grabbing people up 
around the chest and stuff. And 
that just doesn’t work at this 
level. If people know you’re 
not going to pass, then you 
suddenly get two defenders on 
you instead of one. It’s been a 
growing pain not just for her, 
but our whole program.” 

Harvey admits playing for 
her country has been a chal¬ 
lenge. 

“I never really had to pass 
the ball that much,” Harvey 
said. “I never really had to 
tackle that much. 

“So when I got out of uni¬ 
versity it was definitely a wake- 

up call.” THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Girgensons embarrassed to lead all-star vote 


Zemgus Girgensons feels a 
little sheepish discussing how 
fans back home in Latvia have 
clicked and quadruple-clicked 
his name so often that the 
Sabres forward is running 
away with the NHL All-Star 
Game vote. 

The second-year player ap¬ 
preciates the overwhelming 
support he’s received from 
the Baltic nation. And yet the 
20-year-old Girgensons doesn’t 
consider himself worthy of 
being included among the 
league’s elite. 

“It’s a little bit embarrassing 
and funny at the same time,” 


Voting deadline 


With voting set to close 
Jan. 1, Girgensons is on the 
verge of clinching a spot to 
play in the All-Star Game at 
Columbus on Jan. 25. 


Girgensons said, before the 
Sabres hit the road for a two- 
game swing that concludes 
Tuesday at Detroit. “It came 
out of nowhere. I know people 
know me back home, but I 
didn’t think it was going to go 
that far. That’s like crazy far.” 


As of Tuesday, Girgensons 
has a league-leading 1,291,186 
votes, with about 80 per cent 
coming from Latvia. 

Chicago’s Patrick Kane 
(815,990 votes) is second 
among forwards, followed by 
teammate Jonathan Toews 
(803,034). 

Blaclchawlcs players hold 
down the three other remain¬ 
ing spots eligible to be se¬ 
lected by vote: Duncan Keith 
(790,922) and Brent Seabroolc 
(641,736) lead defencemen, 
and Corey Crawford (714,471) 
leads goalies. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
































BOXING 

MON 



* 2,000 




NOW 

WITH A 

Gift on select models 

(Holiday Bonus included in advertised offers) 

ONLY UNTIL JANUARY 2 nd - 


INTRODUCING 

THE 2015 NISSAN MICRA® KROM EDITION : chrome accessor, es 


KROM FEATURES INCLUDE 

(LIMITED TIME ONLY): 

■ 15" PIANO BLACK ALLOY WHEELS 


STARTING FROM 


FREIGHT INCLUDED 


FOR UP TO OR * 9,998 + $ 1,400 


FINANCING 


MONTHS 

ON MICRA® 1.6 SR MT 


WHICH MEANS 
YOU PAY 


* 11,398 


ON 

MICRA® 1.6 SMT 


QUTO 

ooo .com. 

2015 SUBCOMPACT 
CAR OF THE YEAR 



KROM MT 
model shown* (KROM Edition) 


2014 NISSAN SENTRA 


■ BETTER COMBINED FUEL EFFICIENCY THAN 2014 CIVIC 

■ MORE TOTAL INTERIOR VOLUME THAN 2014 COROLLA" 


FINANCE STARTING FROM 


$ 16,665 - 4,400 


IN CASH DISCOUNTS 

I++ 


$ 1,000 

GIFT INCLUDED 


WHICH MEANS 
YOU PAY 


$ 12,265 


ON 

SENTRA 1.8 SMT 



.8 SL model shown* 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 

2015 NISSAN ALTIMA ■ BETTER COMBINED FUEL ECONOMY THEN HONDA ACCORD' 

■ AVAILABLE BLIND SPOT WARNING SYSTEM 

SEMI-MONTHLY LEASE' FROM $119 WITH $Q DOWN AT 1.49° /o APR FOR 60 MONTHS 


That’s like 
paying only 


WEEKLY 

ON ALTIMA 2.5 CVT 


$ 2,000 

GIFT INCLUDED 



3.5 SL model shown * 


AVAILABLE FEATURES INCLUDE: 

2015 NISSAN ROGUE ■ DIVIDE-N-HIDE CARGO SYSTEM 


■ INTUITIVE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE 


SEMI-MONTHLY LEASE 56 FROM *139 WITH $0 down AT2.99 0/o APR FOR 60 MONTHS 


That’s like 
paying only 


*64 


WEEKLY 

ON ROGUE S FWD 


* 1,000 

GIFT INCLUDED 



__ AWD Premium model shown 
with Accessory Roof Rail Crossbars* 


FIND YOUR BOXING MONTH GIFT AT CHOOSENISSAN.CA OR YOUR LOCAL RETAILER 


O’REGAN’S NISSAN HALIFAX 

3461 KEMPT ROAD, HALIFAX 
TEL: (902) 453-2020 


O’REGAN’S NISSAN DARTMOUTH 

60 BAKER DRIVE UNIT C, DARTMOUTH 
TEL: (902) 469-8484 


0 0 rz E'OO'rjl - ^ ® c to o 

trtr ®-Q o § .2 § g 

g g £ 3 » E c ■ ®_0 ■.= E eo -s o - 

^ CO ■— CD E CO I 0) « r -t ^ 

^ 0 x= 0 '>-o n — -- a 

5 I ! 8 o *" 

cn Z > 0 ^. 




0 -2 -Q 2 c E ^ -g ^ .9-0 o -a $ 


^ 111 


-silr 


f-w §oSi|§ 

? 0 ^CL O' _ m 

° 0 _C ^ ^ O > ro ^ 10 T3 CD p 9 

1 § 1 -S S|=o 

§ 0 - 8 §!? 0 £§l^ £ :§ 0 d d § 
o> § I S ^ 2 J 511 

to “o 2? 8 c_o 0 z 


□ CS ® ® c - 

a 

. 5.0 « S* ®^ 2 oa: 

oP 

X | o ^ f? ®0-< 


3 0 X! 

! ° I 


5'5J8|-S.grigt!i 

- 0.(5 D3h- > 0 - ! 


.> .2 >co a 
o « S-- " 

8 CL 9- I 


J° 

0 CD*? 
^ 0 00 
■3 w CD 


3 E E 'ns 


nW 


■ ro.'SCJ' 

lip 


«-| 1 » 

_ o .2 p 0 x: E ^ ro 
O-W-iS 


5 

O 0 ^ cT C O .i 1 5 M E 
« 0 § 6 T:zp o 

0 0 q 0 -o-o^ 0 ^ cd 2 £ £?< 

w "o Q 0 cin 0 0 c x: ■= — — m E 
O o 0 tSr; i: 0 = £ -9 = 


Or-) to 0 C3r- i: 0 = > X2 r .TJ u ^ 

5-10 0 S 5-0 - 5"0_ E ■- = E'0 

a»®-s5i,o| 1 oS®®S'-® = 

■Si g If o°^0 °° 2 s? j 

Sif Ssi®52f2 S >o|^^ 

® § g-gZ -8® CO®. o-"® -t 


O g-2-o ° ‘ 
7^-p < 


- 9-g 'o 
w ioJJi^ ® .2 ® “S >,■£ 


re Z £ j= >,£ ~ i= 5 <= ' ’— 1 
w i- S 0 0 p o CK 2 ^ e to 5 

■s C-SWC - Q.D - O0 O 

5^t-.cd8 o S’-W- ^ .2 a, 

11.2^1 I® ||| 

Su, S.| 8 8 § 

“ -C 8 ° . 0 S* 

> fo i- * _c c ^ a 5 c cd 

® I -g 2 ^ g_-o „ t5 ^ | « ® 


- C -D 


3 O 


^ LO — u ^ c> w w i- . 

CM o -Q — =3 - ° -3 ^ .2 -0 ; 

'S 3= 2 0 03 "8 ™ 

° 0^=0 E„ 0 — 0 


0 CL 


3 El 

o c O SsT 


w Co )r L 

+- ^ cd 

iS7,Sslg S 

= CLDQ 


c 


-c 5 0^0-gOcDO 

2<.l 


.. It 

0"S ^ Q-GQ 0 £■? o) c ^ o ° o 
C»EtD0OCLL.> 00 0 g 3 0 

■a X XJ iS ^ So^£p - o £ - 

.2 ^ q.8 

®o c ^-5 

>5®C!=^0 +i O 0X 3 3< « « 

§ 2 § i I 

E-s'-g 5^2 « 0 1"° 0 ° 

E S ®"o !Sw°.o 0^ mo— 0 0 ° 

(D cC ^ ^ m- ."ti ^ lO cO "O T3 fYY ^ n 

mo a) “- D o0-oijmx®c? l ..2 

* 111! USPs lll!| 

® 8^ g-D ^--i-co-o c 8 

2 rH B £ <- CMo6 o °b O «00 (U - 

E T, o 2 0.2 E A 

® 5-8"8"8 : ^“ CN oX' 2 "ro'8 g 8 cd 0 

3 S.® ° o ^157 oWl^ S-T 1-3 o 

I of ®= 1^7 ® ° gir 

®f'5 7|«oo-|o*.Sl^ «".S. 

C C o CM CQCN s- Zi 0 _Q 

of §■§-§§ |cv--So;8 Q-l § 8 

^§EAp«S-u°<m8Q_i§£ 

S o| llSgSs < “> I 


- 0 Q . 

E ■ 


io - s ° ^ rn 
S o 8 --s 5 ° 

OQh= 2-0 o-^ 

IS-o 


« b_ 

C jo 1 * - "too CJ"Em- — — — (J uj row — 
t-a0=3o0^T_,oir)>-c0 .± o 

8 §° E ^lofflr« = -S£« 

< X 0 E-W- 03 ^ >^5-1- § 8 o S"D o 

Eg'SlSt! 

®^ 5 _c< 03 Ell - 8 --D 0 

£c °oS0g?^t7|$3§£§ 

S|ss!i|^si§l!|^ 

S8“ofero« ;E °ii c/3 «8c8^ 

.xCOroCULLOT-^S-o-OoX 

^oo See ° 0 8 018 5 

o_c ro n3< C "5-E.£ S 10 5 0 £ 

°E*'Soo 5 § , -5c5-52o = 03 
a«-^.5>^ooroSax«^ 

^:oS«> 
x 3 ® 0‘*“P' D >,^ 1 ' E 0 

^-OO Bc07«cSO?c 

^ cn ^ = ^ S=_^ 


= gjOCO 0 0 J 

Ear^f ^ 


o E§c 




c t5o^^! c/ 5 0^n ( 

5? -uwt.E X2 O 8 .1 
























metronews.ca 

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 


DRIVE 


23 


2015 Mazda MX-5 


• Type. Two-door, rear-wheel- 
drive compact sports car 


• Engine. 2.0-litre inline four 
cylinder (167 hp) 


• Transmissions. Six-speed 
manual or automatic 


• Price. $29,450 base (GX), 
$42,720 as-tested 
(anniversary edition) 


Market position 


Debuted in 1989 and con¬ 
tinues to stick to original 
script of providing the 
most fun-to-drive roadster 
for the money. The Miata/ 
MX-5 is the best-selling 
two-seat sports car in 
history and now has no 
direct competitors. It is 
a spiritual successor to 
traditional low-cost Brit¬ 
ish roadsters, such as the 
MGB and TR6. 


Points 


• 2015 Anniversaiy Edition 
the last iteration of current 
generation. An all-new MX-5 
is due out next year. 

• The U.S. and Canada each 
received only 100 copies of 
the Anniversaiy Edition, 
which sold out quickly. 

• The only exterior colour 
combination is Soul Red 
Mica/Brilliant Black — the 
latter for the retractable 
hardtop. 



Safety features 


Stability and traction 
control, four-wheel disc 
brakes with anti-lock and 
electronic brake force 
distribution, limited slip dif¬ 
ferential, anti-theft alarm, 
engine immobilizer theft 
deterrent, front and side 
airbags, seat-belt preten¬ 
sioners with force limiter, 
side impact door beams, fog 
lights, Xenon headlights. 



Just don’t mess with success 




Review. With a new 
MX-5 on the horizon, 
let's hope Mazda sticks 
with its Miata formula 
for fun and affordability 


MIKE 

GOETZ 

drive@metronews.ca 

Nobody rocks the concept of 
a fun and affordable two-seat 
roadster quite like Mazda. 
Then again, nobody else real¬ 
ly tries anymore. 

And who could blame 
them? Why invest in a separ¬ 
ate platform, which is hard 
to share with other vehicles, 
for a shrinking pool of buy¬ 
ers? 

These cars don’t exude 
the prestige they used to in 
North America and Europe, 
as crossovers continue their 
unrelenting path to complete 


vehicle domination. And 
there isn’t much demand 
for them in China and other 
emerging markets, perhaps 
defeated by concerns about 
the weather, traffic and pollu¬ 
tion, and a preference among 
the rich to be chauffeured 
rather than drive themselves 
around. 

All of which makes the 
MX-5 even more precious to 
those of us who still enjoy 
driving. 

From its inception in 1990, 
the Miata was conceived as a 
car to provide the most driv¬ 
ing joy per dollar, by keep¬ 
ing engine size and power 
in check, and concentrating 
on lightness, balance, driver 
feedback and simplicity. 

And although the car was 
renamed the MX-5 in 2006, 
Mazda hasn’t strayed from 
the script since, including 
the all-new 2016 MX-5, which 
is waiting in the wings. 

Compared to most every¬ 


thing else on the road, the 
Miata/MX-5 is a small and 
precise gem. And the 2015 
25th-anniversaiy edition is 
even more gem-lilce, with 
some elegant cosmetic touch¬ 
es, and a knockout Soul Red 
Micra paint job. 

With just 100 anniversaiy 
editions available in Canada, 


they sold out months ago, 
but you can still buy the 
equally impressive 2014 GT 
model. 

The MX-5 offers veiy light 
and agile handling. The 
2.0-litre four-cylinder en¬ 
gine likes to rev, but takes 
premium fuel. Its 167 horse¬ 
power are not overwhelm- 


Nissan 370Z Roadster 
Base price: $ 51,238 
Excellent bits don't seem 
to add up to an engaging 
experience. 

ing, but eveiything feels fast¬ 
er when you’re this low and 
connected to the pavement. 
And the manual gearbox is 
one of the most satisfying to 
use in autodom. 

The ride is not as stiff as 
you might expect, because it 
doesn’t need a stiff suspen¬ 
sion for handling, but it is a 
bit noisy on the highway. 

The cabin is tight, but 
cosy, with miniature controls 
and little storage space. Your 
legs go straight out, with no 
bend to the knee. 

The optional power hard¬ 
top roof is slick, but the 
manual top is super light 
and easy to use. The trunk is 
small but surprisingly useful. 

Net result: The MX-5 is 
one veiy fine, two-seat, con¬ 
vertible sports car. 


Compare 



1 BMW Z4 

Base price: $56,395 
Good looking and powerful, 
but not visceral. 



2 Porsche Boxster 
Base price: $59,685 
Good looking and powerful, 
and very visceral. 
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There’s nothing cuckoo about coconut coir 



Driving Force. Fibres 
found between the shell 
and the nut is used for 
many things, including 
soaking up oil spills 


JIL 

MCINTOSH 

drive@metronews.ca 

By their veiy nature, cars and 
trucks present numerous en¬ 
vironmental issues, and not 
just because of what comes 
out of their tailpipes. 

When something goes 
wrong and fluids leak out of a 
vehicle, mechanics and emer¬ 
gency responders usually 
sop up the mess with several 
different types of absorbent 
products that can have en¬ 
vironmental issues of their 
own. 

“The most common prod¬ 
ucts are made from clay or 
diatomaceous earth,” says 
Toby Wilson, president of 
Coco Products, which makes 
a more environment-friendly 
product called Coco Absorb 
from coconut fibre. 


“Clay products are mined 
out of the ground, and they’re 
not renewable. Plus, clay can 
catch fire when it comes into 
contact with vegetable oil 
and will spontaneously com¬ 
bust. We’re seeing a lot more 
of that with biodiesel. 

“And if perlite (a type of 
soft volcanic glass) comes in 


contact with hydrochloric 
acid, it will create deadly 
fumes,” he adds. “Our prod¬ 
uct is not reactive to anything 
out there.” 

Coco Absorb is made from 
coconut pith, also known as 
coir, which is found between 
the coconut’s hard green out¬ 
er shell and the familiar dark- 


brown nut inside. Although 
it was originally just thrown 
away, coconut coir is now 
used in many different ways, 
including in gardening as a 
soil amendment or pressed 
into seedling pots, woven 
into rope, as insulation and, 
in some countries, burned as 
fuel. 


It’s also used in uphol¬ 
stery. Some auto manufactur¬ 
ers use coir in their seats, and 
they’re experimenting with 
it as a possible ingredient 
in lightweight plastics and 
other materials. 

The coir’s honeycomb-like 
structure consists of narrow, 
hollow cells, which absorb 
fluids. 

Unlike most absorbents, 
which mainly draw fluids 
into their outermost lay¬ 
ers, the coconut pith uses 
capillary action to act like a 
sponge and draw liquids in¬ 
side. It also holds them there, 
even as it dries, so it doesn’t 
leach potentially toxic fluids 
after disposal. 

One of coir’s best features 
is that, due to a naturally oc¬ 
curring chemical compound 
called phenol, it bonds with 
oil first, and can absorb sev¬ 
eral times its weight. Once 
it’s completely saturated with 
oil, it won’t absorb water. 

Although research is still 
ongoing, coconut coir could 
therefore be used to contain 
and absorb oil spills with 
minimal environmental dam¬ 
age, sopping up the oil while 


Core facts on coir 


• Coconut trees don't 
require chemical fertil¬ 
izers to grow. Each 
tree produces as many 
as 200 coconuts per 
year, making its fibre a 
renewable resource. 


• Coconut coir can also 
be mixed with leftover 
waste paint so that it 
hardens into a solid 
that won't leach paint 
into the environment. 


• Coconut-based absorb¬ 
ent is used at Walt 
Disney World, where 
it's most commonly 
used to soak up vomit. 


leaving the clean water be¬ 
hind. Even when left there, 
the oil-soalced coir won’t re¬ 
lease any of it back into the 
water. 

Coconut coir is also much 
lighter in weight than clay 
absorbents, which makes it 
easier to transport, store, and 
use. 
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CHEVROLET 


HOLIDAY EVENT 

nsoo+*500 


LIMITED TIME 
DEC 15 th - JAN 2 m 


IN HOLIDAY CASH FOR 
ELIGIBLE OWNERS 


NEW BOXING WEEK BONUS 
ON SELECT MODELS 


PLUS GET 

SIGN & DRIVE LEASING 
ON ALL 2015s 

WE MAKE YOUR 
FIRST MONTHLY 
LEASE PAYMENT 



2015 MALIBU LS 


MALIBU LS STARTING FROM 

*19395 

INCLUDES FREIGHT AND AIR TAX. 


FEATURES 

• ONSTAR® 4G LTE WIFI** 

■ FUEL SAVING START STOP TECHNOLOGY 
•AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 


•AIR CONDITIONING 

• 10 STANDARD AIRBAGS 

• BLUETOOTH 




ALL 2014s AND 2015s COME WITH CHEVROLET COMPLETE CARE: 


| YEARS/40,000 KM 
f COMPLIMENTARY / 
i OILCHANGES ft / 


■ YEARS/160,000 KM 
\ POWERTRAIN / 
’ WARRANTY" / 


■ YEARS/160,000 KM 
I ROADSIDE 

f ASSISTANCE^ 


CHEVROLET 


FIND NEW ROADS / atlanticchevroletca 


W Save U P t0 on 

an eligible new 
Chevrolet vehicle! ■ 





























Service Directory To advertise contact 421-5824 

December 24 


FLEA MARKETS 



WEEKEND MARKET 


watkins-L Langille • Button it By wrol • Little Deby’s Delights 
Kitty Tent Lady & Avon • Verna's Cafe • GAU Games & Collectibles 
Matelot Militaria Medals Court Mounted • Boone's Books • R.J. import Sales 
Third Eye Blind - Games & Collectibles • The what'Chamacallit Shop 
LUMizs.ca • Prince of Bling • Randy's Collectibles • Steve's Diecast Cars + 
SCENTSY-Peggy Nolan • Lucella's Homemade Goodies (Baking, etc.) 
Joan's Miscellany Boutique • Bill Mont's Collectibles • variety Boutique 


HOME HEATING 


Heat Pumps 

from $33/mth 


BOOTHS AVAILABLE 


OPEN SAT AND SUN 9AM-4PM 

SAT & SUN ADMISSION $1 


42 Canal St, Dartmouth 407*3323 • HWMarket@eastlink.ca 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 



Halifax | Dartmouth 
Sackville I HRM 



CLEANING SYSTEMS 

Get your own business. 

Awarded The Best of the Best 2013, having a great concept, a strong brand 
and dedication to the success of their franchises 


MOVERS 





MOVERS 


* Free In Home Quote 
»Insured Professional Service 

Call today for your 
free estimate! 

471-9733 


INDOOR GOLF 


For those without 
a Metro, the 
forecast calls for 
"I dunno" with 
a slight chance 
of "Huhhh?" 



MASSAGE THERAPY 


John Panter, 

Certified Rolfer™ 



Are you 

tired of 

chronic 

pain...? 


902 425 2612 • fareast@auracom.com 


GOLFZON’S 3D Golf 
Simulators feature: 

• Play the world’s top 170 course 

• Driving range and swing analysis 

• Party and Group Functions 

• Open until Midnight • Licensed facility 

• Free club rental • PGA golf lessons 

BOOK A TEE TIME 

902 - 869-3031 (Sackville) 
902 - 455-0044 (Halifax) 

TWO LOCATIONS 

512 Sackville Drive 
3200 Kempt Road ( - 

GolfzoN 



BRING IN 
THIS AD & 
RECEIVE 

$5 OFF 

YOUR NEXT 
HOUR 

(Limit one per 
person per hour) 


Apartment Finder 
To advertise contact 421-5824 



$1000 

MOVE IN 
INCENTIVE!* 

Newly renovated 1,2 & 3 BR units 

Starting at just $615 

Clean and spacious apartments. 

Located on Rolieka Dr & Churchill Court 
in Dartmouth. Walking distance to shopping, 
dining and banking. Short drive to Mic Mac Mall 
& Dartmouth Crossing. On Bus Routes #10 & #54 

Call today 902-830-1296 

pinegreenpark@hotmail.ca 

*To new qualified tenants 


Sheffield Clayton Park Halifax 

100 & 140 LINCOLN CROSS 

Unique Layout, Spacious 2 Level, 2 Bedroom, 1.5 Baths 
Starting at $875 per month 

Includes: Heat, Water, 1 parking spot, 3 appliances & 
on-site laundry. Near bus route, Canadian Tire & Sobeys 

Call 902-830-0593 (100) or 902-830-1829 (140) 
www.venturarealty.ca 


Eastern Passage • Heritage Hills • Semi 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 

$1,050 + Utilities (Budget Billing of $316/mth) 

3BR, 2.5 bath on quiet cul-de-sac. Open concept living on main 
with large deck off dining room. Upstairs has large master 
with ensuite. Includes 5 appliances. Laminate & vinyl flooring 
on main & carpet upstairs. Partially finished basement. 



SuUivan 

Suita 

55 Dahlia St, Dartmouth 

Fully Furnished 
Bachelor Apts 

Includes all utilities, Stove, 
Fridge, Microwave, TV, 
Cable, Wireless Internet, 
Dishes, Linens, etc. 

Free in/outdoor Parking. 

•825 /month 

Novacorpproperties.com • 830-5539 


SUNSET 

TOWM8 


FULLY FURNISHED SUITES 


Bachelor, One and Two 
Bedroom Suites Available 

DAILY, WEEKLY, MONTHLY 


Fully equipped kitchens, laundry 
facilities, free parking, internet 
and utilities included. Located on 
Lake Maynard in Downtown 
Dartmouth, near Penhorn, 
Woodlawn and Mic Mac malls. 


341 Portland St, Dartmouth 
T: 4641114 F: 4641124 

sunsettowers@accesscable.net 


THE ABIGAIL- 


New year, new apartment! Get started at our Saturday Open House* 


New open-concept apartments 
with a spectacular views! 





3 


i 


902-402-25911 56 Jacob Lane, Bedford | theabigailapartments.ca ll-5pm. 


For those without a Metro, the 
forecast calls for "I dunno" with 

a slight chance of "Huhhh?" a 

I metr© 
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300 Innovation Drive | West Bedford | Skyvistas.ca 
902-414-3759 or 902-830-9000 


visit melronews.ca 

1 metr® 


realstar 


Ask about our 
rental incentives 


m 


SPRING GARDEN APTS 

5770 Spring Garden Rd. 

Steps to Public Gardens & all 
the shops on Spring Garden Rd. 

Bachelor, 1 BR, 2BR Suite 


• Newly Renovated Suites 

• Indoor Pool, Sauna & Fitness Facility 

• 24/7 On-site Staff • Community Room 

• Pet Friendly (Cats & Dogs) • New Blinds 

• 24/7 Laundry Facilities 

• Underground Parking & On-site Storage 

• 5% Military & Capital Health 
Employee Discounts Available 

902 - 422-5254 




CUNARD COURT 

2065 Brunswick Street 

A short walking distance to 
everywhere in downtown Halifax. 

1BR, 2 BR 


• Downtown Living at a Great Price 

• Above & Underground Parking Available 

• 5 Appliances • Fob Access 

• In-suite Laundry • 24/7 On-site Staff 

• Cat Friendly 

• 5% Senior, Military & Capital Health Employee 
Discounts Available 

902 - 442-7247 



STONECREST VILLAGE 

80 Chipstone Close 

Park-like setting close to 
Bayer’s Lake Park 

1 BR, 1BR + Den, 2BR, 

2BR + Den, 3BR & 3BR + Den 

(No Security Deposit on Select Suites) 

• Cat & Dog Friendly on Select Floors 

• 5 Appliances** • Community Room 

• Private Balcony • In-Suite Laundry** 

• In-suite Storage • 24/7 On-site Staff 

• 24/7 Deluxe Laundry • New Blinds 

• Underground Parking** 

• 5% Senior, Military & Capital Health Employee 
Discounts Available 

902 - 701-0021 



BEDFORD HEIGHTS 

22-40 Bedros Lane 

Overlooking Bedford Basin 

2BR, 2BR Large, 3BR 


• Modern Suites with Spacious Balconies 

• 6 Appliances • Fob Access 

• In-Suite Laundry • 2 Full Baths 

• Cat Friendly • 24/7 On-site Staff 

• 24/7 Exercise Room 

• 5% Senior, Military & Capital Health Employee 
Discounts Available 

902 - 442-7231 


^Available in Selected Suites. 


f * a 9 


For more information visit: WWW.K6alstar.Ca 



MetCap 


www.metcap.com 
902-402-4161 
or 902-401-1835 
Managing Over 4000 
Apartments in the Maritimes 

KENTVILLE 

190 OakdeneAve. 

Bach $599,2BR $679, 

3BR $729 

Heat. Hot Water Si Parking incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 
Call 902-691-3000 

WINDSOR 

490 Wiley 

Bach $579,1BR $619, 

2BR $709 

Heat, Hot Water, Pking incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 
Dog Friendly 
Call 902-791-0232 

SYDNEY 

39, 43,45 Jefferson 
1BR $629, 2BR $729 

Heat, Hot Water Si Parking incl. 

Call 902-537-0299 
GLACE BAY 

65-73 Dominion 
1BR $579, 2BR 659 
Call 902-537-0202 


FIND YOUR NEW HOME! CALL 902-402-2915 


DARTMOUTH 

117 Albro Lake Rd. 

2BR $649 

Heat & Hot Water incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 

Call 902-402-4161 

141 Albro Lake Rd. 

3BR $859 

Call 902-789-9932 

4 Alfred 
1BR $629 

Heat, Hot Water, Parking incl. 

Cat Friendly 

Call 902-402-4161 

40 Brule St. 

1BR $529, 2BR $599 
Call 902-402-4198 

67 Caledonia 
1BR $589, 2BR $719 

Heat Si Parking incl. 

Call 902-402-0481 

1-10 Crystal 
1BR $619,2BR $749 
Call 902-401-2735 

4 Crystal Dr. 

2BR $699 

Heat Si Hot Water incl. 

Call 902-402-4198 

2 & 4 Franklyn Crt. 

1BR $659, 2BR $799 
Call 902-401-2735 


1 & 3 Farlington Place 
1BR $639 

Heat Si Hot Water incl. 

Call 902-402-6287 

77 Farrell SL 
1BR $619 

All Utilities incl.. 

Call 902-401-2735 

6-14 Galaxy 
2BR $719 

Heat, Hot Water, Parking incl. 

Call 902-402-1518 


211-221 Glenforest 
2BR $859 

Call 902-830-2149 

11 Glenview Dr. 

2BR $769 

Heat Si Hot Water incl. 

Call 902-830-2158 

31 & 35 Highfield Park Dr. 
11 Joseph Young Dr. 

1BR $609, 2BR $679 

Utilities Extra. 1 Parking incl. 

Call 902-402-6287 

7 Jackson Rd. 

1BR $549 
All utilities incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 
Call 902-401-5715 


14 Jackson 
ONE MONTH FREE 

1BR $569 

Heat & Hot Water incl. 

Call 902-440-3884 

7 Kennedy Dr. 

1BR $599, 2BR $669, 

3BR $729 

Heat & Hot Water incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 

Call 902-401-8312 


11 Kennedy Dr. 

1BR $599, 2BR $669, 

3BR $729 

Heat & Hot Water incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 
Dog Friendly 
Call 902-401-8312 


15 Kennedy Dr. 

ONE MONTH FREE 
Dog Friendly 

1BR $579, 2BR $599, 
3BR $729 

Call 902-401-8312 


79 & 81 Lakecrest Dr. 
1BR $599, 2BR $669, 
3BR $719 
Heat & Hot Water incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 
Dog Friendly 
Call 902-402-1518 




15/25/35 Leaman 
1BR $659, 2BR $764 

Heat Si Hot Water inol. 

Call 902-401-2735 

15 Middle St. 

1BR $634, 2BR $739 
Call 902-789-9982 

6-16 Nivens 
1BR $634, 

2BR $769 

All Utilities incl. 

Call 902-401-2735 

85-133 Pinecrest Dr. 
3BR $779 
ONE MONTH FREE 

Heat & Hot Water incl. 

Call 902-402-4198 

123 Pinecrest 
Bach $529,1BR $629 
Heat, Hot Water, Parking incl. 

Cat Friendly 

Call 902-402-4198 

19-32 Primrose 
1BR $549, 2BR $659 

Heat & Hot Water incl. 

Call 902-402-4198 


36-36A, 60, 65 & 81 Primrose 
Bach $559,1BR $619, 
2BR $719 

Heat Si Hot Water incl. 

Call 902-401-2735 


£ Asf/aAoui/am/ 
<z Hxdidmy Specials/! 


28, 30 & 44 Primrose 
2BR $659 

Heat & Parking incl. 

Call 902-402-4198 

384.5 Portland 
1BR $649, 2BR $679 
Call 902-402-1518 

237 Roleika Dr. 

2BR $689 

Heat, Hot Water, Parking incl. 

Cat Friendly 

Call 902-401-8312 

24 Roleika Dr. 

1BR $649 

All Utilities incl. 

Call 902-401-8312 

12 Trinity Ave. 

IBB $589 

Heat Si Hot Water incl. 

Call 002-402-4161 

356 Windmill 
1BR $669 

All Utilities incl. 

Call 902-830-0474 


HALIFAX 

1 & 11 Drysdale Rd. 

1BR $579,2BR $797, 
3BR $739 

Heat Si Hot Water included 

Call 902-830-1038 

451-540 Herring Cove Rd. 
1BR $579,2BR $649, 
3BR $739 
Heat Si Hot Water incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 

Call 902-401-1835 

5 Forbes St. 

1BR $599, 2BR $669 

Heat & Hot Water incl. 

ONE MONTH FREE 

Call 982-481-1835 

3 Autumn Dr. 

1BR $559, 2BR $669 

Heat Si Hot Water incl. 

Call 982-481-1835 

22-40 River Rd. 

1BR $579 

Heat Si Hot Water included 

Call 902-830-1038 

550 & 611 Herring Cove 
1BR starting at $579, 
2BR $649, 3BR $719 
Heat, Hot Water, Pking incl. 

Cat Friendly 

Call 902-401-1835 
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Stuck on 12 Across? 

Scan this image with your 
Metro News app for today’s 
crossword and Sudoku answers. 
■ It’s OK. No one’s watching. 



-> See the full 
instructions 
on Metro’s 
Voices page. 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton 


T Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Someone will turn to you and 
you won't let them down. You 
like few things better than 
charging to the rescue, 
especially when backing the 
underdog against a bully. 

V Taurus 

April 21 - May 21 

A colleague will make you an 
offer you find hard to refuse 
today, but can you trust them? 
Find out if it is genuine and, if 
it is, let them know quickly 
you want in on the game. 

II Gemini 

May 22 - June 21 

There will be some remarkable 
developments in the final days 
of the year but conserve your 
energy. The less you do now 
the more you will gain later on. 

0 Cancer 

June 22 - July 23 

Someone will try to pressure 
you into justifying what you 
are doing. Do what feels right 
to you and, if others don't like 
it, that's just too bad. 

£? Leo 

July 24 - Aug. 23 

Try to build bridges to people 
you don't always get along 
with. Just because you have 
different outlooks does not 
mean you cannot be friends. 

TtP Virgo 

Aug. 24 - Sept. 23 

Don't worry if you have fallen 
out with a loved one. A few 
days from now you will be the 
best of friends again, so don't 
take it personally if they don't 
seem to care. They do really. 


^ Libra 

Sept. 24-Oct. 23 

Make time for family 
members and make sure they 
know how much you love 
them. It won't hurt to be a bit 
more emotionally expressive. 

til Scorpio 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

According to your solar chart 
this is a good day for doing 
nothing much, so sit back, 
relax and let life come to you. 

ft Sagittarius 

Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 

Deep down you are a big softie 
and what happens today will 
prove it. Someone who needs 
a helping hand will have much 
to thank you for. It could be the 
start of a beautiful friendship. 

Capricorn 

Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 

For best results you should try 
to be on the move today. If 
you stay in the same place you 
could miss out on something 
special. Get moving and see 
where fate takes you. 

^ Aquarius 

Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 

Make the most of Mars in 
your sign to try something 
new and maybe take a few 
risks. You have always been 
the adventurous sort and now 
you are determined to show 
you have absolutely no fear. 

H Pisces 

Feb. 20 - March 20 

Yake life at a sensible pace, 
especially if you are hosting 
friends and family over the 
holiday period. Don't try to do 
everything yourself. 


Crossword: Canada Across and Down by Kelly Ann Buchanan 



Across 

1. Herd baby 
5. Pointer 
10. Hurt 

14. Spoken 

15. “Silver Bells'' bit: 

“Children laughing 
/ People passing / 
Meeting_after...” 

16. Christmastime 'pet' 

17. Ms. Suvari 

18. Reindeers' sniffers 

19. “God_Ye Merry, 

Gentlemen” 

20. “On the seventh 
day of Christmas / 

My true love gave 

to me / Seven_ 

_...” - Bob & Doug 

McKenzie, “12 Days 
of Christmas” 

23. “Silent Night”: “_ 

in heavenly peace.” 

24. “Let It Snow”: “But 

the_is so delight¬ 

ful.” 

25. Mr. Capote, 
shortly 

28. Christmas star 
31. Court game 
33- Got [abbr.] 

36. Rudolph's straps 
38. Terre-_(New¬ 

foundland) 

39- “_! The Herald 

Angels Sing” 

41. Principle 
43- 'Game' suffix 
44. Cookies left for 
#28-Across, perhaps 
46. Tint-to-hai rap- 
pliers 

48. Jr.s'fathers 

49. Reindeer crew 


member 
51. Threshold 

53. Ands: French 

54. Bellow! 

56. Fragrance 

60. Gift disguiser: 2 
wds. 

64. “_in a Manger” 

66. Bird of Jove 


67. Roman emperor 

68. Ms. Gilbert 

69. Mythological 
blood 

70. Mr. Kringle 

71. Religious song 

72. _. (Food 

packaging meas.) 
73- Fully satisfy 


Down 

1. Free passes, 
briefly 

2. “It's been_ 

pleasure.” 

3. Mr. Bass 

4. Snowy droplets 

5. _other (With¬ 

out equals) 


6. “_two 

minds...” 

7. “Jingle Bells”: “A 
day or two ago / I 
thought I'd take a 

ride / And soon_ 

_/Was seated 

by my side.” 

8. Fragrant resin 


9. Skiing locale 

10. Churchyard = 

God's_ 

11. They're roasting 
in the famous Christ¬ 
mas carol 

12. G'days 

13. Dine 

21. Box 

22. Eager 

26. Christmastime 
tune by Joni Mitchell 

27. Device operators 

29. Mesh 

30. Linked 

32. Belonging to 
Omaha's li'l state 

33- Providence,_ 

Island 

34. Jeweller's unit, 
variantly 

35- Wear a toque, 
scarf, parka and 
gloves: 2 wds. 

37- Visionary 
40._-i-Noor Dia¬ 

mond 

42. Prefix with ‘cycle’ 
45. Evening, in Italy 
47- Period of cold 
weather 

50. Corral: 2 wds. 

52. “Christmas with 

the_” (2004) 

55- Speedily 
57- Classical show 
58. Virtue 
59- Came about 

61. Mr. Gosling 

62. Sugar substitute, 

Sweet'_ 

63. Actor Mr. Frobe 

64. Fireplace stuff 

65. Method 


Yesterday's Crossword 


Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green 



Online 


See today’s answers at 
metronews.ca/answers 



How to play 

Fill in the grid, so that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math 
involved. 


Yesterday's Sudoku 
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Your opinion 

I matters! 


Go to metronews.ca/panel 
and join today 


Share your opinion on ads that run in Metro by 
joining the RAM panel at metronews.ca/panel. 
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HOLIDAY 


GET UP TO 


IN TOTAL DISCOUNTS 0 


MOpayments 

■ I«V FOR DAYS 

m 


IF YOU ARE A LICENSED 
TRADESMAN OR IF YOU CURRENTLY 
OWN ANY PICKUP TRUCK 


Starting From Price For 2014 Ram 1500 Laramie Crew Cab shown: $39,695. § 


2014 RAM 1500 


CANADA'S MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT TRUCK EVER 


2014 RAM 1500 
QUAD CAB SXT 4X4 


• Uconnect® 3.0 multimedia centre and USB port • Electronic Stability Control with Hill 

• 17-inch lightweight steel wheels Start Assist, Trailer Sway Control and 

• Four-wheel disc anti-lock brakes with Brake Assist Traction Control 

• Cruise control and tilt steering column • Front and rear stabilizer bars 


MOREVALUE 2014 RAM 1500 CREW CAB SXT 4X4 RECEIVER HITCH 
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REBUILDING YOUR CREDIT? NON-PRIME RATES FROM ONLY 4.99% OAC‘ 


: t ' 


RAMTRUCKOFFERS.CA 



































